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FOR LIFE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY

BARK FOR LIFE

A CANINE EVENT TO FIGHT CANCER





Wicomico County

June 12, 2010 
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The American Cancer Society invites you and your company to be a part of its 1st annual BARK For Life of Wicomico County at Winter Place Park -  home of our site sponsor – the  Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club.
What it is...

The American Cancer Society Bark For Life (BFL) is an ACS Relay For Life (RFL) fundraising event that honors the care giving qualities and life long contributions of our canine “Best Friends.”  It presents an opportunity for people to be empowered through their canine companion partnerships and to contribute to cancer cures through the mission of the American Cancer Society.

Canine Caregivers are canine companions, guide dogs, service dogs, rescue dogs, therapy dogs, police dogs, cancer survivor dogs and diagnostic dogs who with their owners are joining the American Cancer Society to celebrate cancer survivorship, honor those lost to cancer, fundraise in support of cancer research, education, awareness, patient services, advocacy and to help eliminate the suffering that cancer causes worldwide.

Canine companions represent unconditional love, joy, security, compassion and no judgments of human abilities or appearances. The American Cancer Society Bark For Life is an irresistible way to take a bite out of cancer, have fun, and make new friends – canine and human.

How it’s done...

Teams consist of 8-14 canine walkers and at least one human member designated as the team captain.   Teams can come from corporations, hospitals, neighborhoods, churches, schools, families and other organizations.  Following a 1-2 mile walk, team members, both human and canine, can experience a festive atmosphere as they enjoy music and food, participate in fund raising activities and contests and learn about cancer prevention and healthy living.  Each team member is asked to raise $100 by securing donations prior to the event.  Each team is asked to raise at least $1000+.  Since all the funds are raised in advance, everyone can enjoy the fun knowing they have already helped in the fight against cancer.

Why we do it...

Cancer touches everyone in some way.  Bark For Life is an opportunity for the entire community to make a difference in the fight against cancer!

Who We Are... 
The American Cancer Society is the nationwide community based voluntary health organization dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major health problem by preventing cancer, saving lives from cancer, and diminishing suffering from cancer through RESEARCH, EDUCATION, ADVOCACY AND PATIENT SERVICES.  We Are Here All Day, Every Day, Finding A Cure In Your Community!
WHY THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY IS DIFFERENT
· The most experienced cancer control organization in the world.

· Operate on a community, statewide and national level –we’re available 24/7 to every community
· More than 1.3 million calls for help were answered and 15.1 million visits made to website last year
· Invested over $2.8 Billion for cancer research since 1946!!!
· Played a role in every major advance in last 50 yrs. - Funded 44 Nobel Laureates.
· Funds 25% of all new investigators cancer research.
· The largest private nonprofit source of funding for scientists studying cancer.
· Largest health charity in public support
· 2.5 million VOLUNTEERS!!!
The Society’s new information strategy assures that no matter where someone is located, we can help take care of their most basic needs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week:

· Up-to-date, accurate cancer information (www.cancer.org / 1-800-ACS-2345)
· Access to free local programs and services as well as our Hope Lodge in Baltimore
· And most importantly, compassion during a very difficult time.

Why should your company be a sponsor? 
Cancer never stops – not for race, sex, religion, catastrophes or the economy!  Relay For Life is a living, breathing life-saving machine that has saved 90 more lives a day since 1991. Bark For Life, as a part of Relay For Life, is an ideal opportunity for your company to enhance its image, broaden your market, and make your bottom line safe while making a difference in the fight against cancer.  
Target Market:  Dog owners, their families, friends and business associates
Benefits of partnering with BFL:
· Establishes your company as a good corporate citizen and enhances your image throughout the Lower Shore - to your customers, your employees and the general public.
· Expands your corporate reach and awareness through identification & recognition in our media releases, promotional materials and Online BFL Homepage.
· Our Bark For Life and RFL website is currently viewed by thousands of supporters, not only in our community but nationwide.

· Associate with a coordinated, structured, proven community relations builder 
· Encourages trial and sampling of your merchandise.

· Increases consumer excitement.

· Take part in one of the most exciting team building events on the Lower Shore, while fighting for a common cause – cancer control. 
· An associate with cancer directly affects your bottom-line – take preventative measures now by educating your employees with our cancer prevention messages.

2010 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – Bark For Life of Wicomico 
Winter Place Park, Salisbury, MD, June 12, 2010    Expected Attendance: 400
Best in Show Sponsor
    




 
                
  
   $1500
 Corporate logo on Bark For Life & RFL webpage, on brochure, medium logo on Relay T-shirts*, name in ALL news releases, direct mail and other marketing efforts.
 Opportunity to display your corporate banner & display table for your use at Bark For Life & RFL.

 Bloominaria (honoring cancer survivor or in memory of) & sign on Canine Cureway at Bark For Life & RFL.
 Logo in Bark For Life & Relay event program.
 Corporate Sponsor yard sign to display at your business & certificate of appreciation.

 Inclusion of your brochure and/or promo items in each registrant’s “Doggie Gift Bag”.

 Recognition at Opening and Closing Ceremonies at the Bark For Life.
Best in Group Sponsor                                                                                         
   $1000
 Corporate logo on Bark For Life & RFL webpage, name on brochure*, small logo on T-shirts* & name in news releases.
 Opportunity to display your corporate banner & display table for your use at Bark For Life & RFL.
 Bloominaria (honoring cancer survivor or in memory of) & sign on Canine Cureway at Bark For Life. 

 Logo in Bark For Life event program.

 Corporate Sponsor yard sign to display at your business & certificate of appreciation.

 Inclusion of your brochure and/or promo items in each registrant’s “Doggie Gift Bag”.
 Recognition at Opening and Closing Ceremonies at the Bark For Life.
Agility All Star Sponsor





       
                             
     $500
 Corporate name on Bark For Life webpage & name in correspondence with teams.
 Bloominaria (honoring cancer survivor or in memory of) & sign on Canine Cureway at Bark For Life.

 Logo in Bark For Life event program.
 Inclusion of your brochure and/or promo items in each registrant’s “Doggie Gift Bag”.

 Certificate of appreciation.

 Recognition at Opening and Closing Ceremonies at the Bark For Life.
Canine Good Citizen Sponsor








     $250
 Bloominaria (honoring cancer survivor or in memory of) & sign on Canine Cureway at Bark For Life.

 Name in Bark For Life event program.

 Certificate of appreciation.

 Recognition at Opening and Closing Ceremonies at the Bark For Life.
Canine Cureway Sponsor 






    
     
     $100
 Bloominaria (honoring cancer survivor or in memory of) & sign on Canine Cureway at Bark For Life.

 Name listed in Canine Cureway section of program
Your Sponsor Name____________________________________________ (as you would like it seen on signage or in print) 
Contact Name____________________________________ Company Name _______________________________________
Work Phone ________________________________ Email _____________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________City__________________________State________ Zip___________
Level________________________:  cash sponsorship?
in-kind donation? ____________________________(describe)
Company logo is:




Please return this form to: 

            
included for use in print advertising 


American Cancer Society




emailed to binga.smith@cancer.org as a .jpg  file  
Bark For Life of Wicomico County


            the same as last year 



P.O. Box 163, Salisbury, MD 21803-0163







Fax to: 410-860-0832

Donation Payment Method by June 1, 2010:

Sponsorship check is enclosed in   full     two installments     three installments 


Please bill me at above location for the sponsorship level designated in   full     two installments     three installments
Charge to the following credit card: Type__________  #__________________________  Exp. _____________
Please credit this donation to: (Team or Individual’s name) _______________________________________________
For more information on BFL sponsorship opportunities please contact the Krista Hill at: barkforlifewicomico@gmail.com or 410-749-1624.  
*Deadline for inclusion on RFL T-shirt & Brochure is 5/30/2010








