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Relay For Life
Silent Auction Information


Silent Auction Donation Description
Please fill out this form and submit it with your donation. Thank you for your support of the silent auction.
Contact Michelle Sletten at 612.743.6637 or Michelle.Mcnally@hotmail.com with any questions you may have. Thanks!


Individual or Team Name:
__________________________________________________________
Contact Name and Phone:
__________________________________________________________

Donation Theme:

__________________________________________________________
Donation  Description: 
__________________________________________________________
                                                     __________________________________________________________
                                                     __________________________________________________________
                                                     __________________________________________________________                                         
                                                     __________________________________________________________
                                                     __________________________________________________________
Item $ Value:


__________________________________________________________
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Silent Auction Donation Ideas

· [image: image4.wmf]Things To Do
Reach outside your community for the length of a day-trip. Gift certificates for auction could include: upstate apple orchards, balloon rides, admission to a historic site, summer theater and museum tickets. Keep mileage within reason, with an auction item waiting at the destination.
· Advice and Guidance
Appeal to homeowners and fashionistas with donated hours of an expert's time: a renovator can offer time to brainstorm a new deck; a trained decorator can tackle the lighting problems in a den; a nutritionist can make 
dieting an informed success instead of a misery. Offer an hour of training tips from a dog-trainer. Look to the professionals in your community and ask what advice they can offer auction attendees.
· Down and Dirty
Prizes don't always have to be glamorous to be appealing. Consider a certificate from the car wash, not for a standard wash but for one of those tempting detailing jobs. Eight hours of weeding on call will appeal to many garden-lovers. 
In harsh climates, driveway resealing makes a great auction prize. So does four hours of garage cleaning, with 
everything hauled to the dump; a donation of gutter-cleaning; or a day of free professional housecleaning. 
These slightly more humble services don't always appear on the auction circuit--and providers may appreciate wider publicity of their services.
· A Little Something for a Big Something
Offer a free business-card ad in your event journal in exchange for a donation. This puts valuable advertising in the hands of auction attendees, who may generate more business for the donor.
· [image: image5.wmf]Making a Lot of a Little
Bundle – or basket - related small prizes together. A variety of kitchen items look more intriguing in a pretty basket 
lined with crisp new tea towels. Put together a bird feeder, a pet-store bag of birdseed, and a bird-walk at the local nature center.

Silent Auction Basket Ideas

· Food and Beverage Baskets
Gourmet pasta and sauces, flavored coffee and tea, wine from a local vineyard or even supplies for baking cookies, cakes or candy.
· Movie Night Basket
Cover a cardboard box with red and white striped paper to look like a popcorn box. Line the box with white or yellow tissue paper to look like "popcorn." Fill the box with DVDs, packages of microwave popcorn, flavored salts and boxes of candy. Fill in empty spaces with empty cardboard popcorn boxes. To make it a larger gift, include a popcorn maker with a bag of kernels and flavored oil. Toss in gift certificates to a local movie theater or a gift card to a movie-rental store. Wrap the basket in yellow or clear cellophane.
· Sports
Use a small plastic or metal tub that can be used later to chill drinks. Use shredded sports pages as filler. If possible, include tickets for the recipient's favorite team. Add a t-shirt, hat, plastic cups or glasses with the team logo. Check with local businesses for a free team schedule (these are often printed on refrigerator magnets). You can also add a subscription to a sports magazine.
· Home and Garden Baskets
Help someone design their own herb garden with packets of seeds for mint, basil and rosemary paired with potting soil, decorative pots and a trowel. Or, spice up their home with a candle-themed basket that includes scented votives, tea lights, tapers and ornamental candle holders.
· Beauty Baskets
Beauty baskets are always a hit and they can run the gamut from pricey, with collections of high-end products like shampoos, body polishes, lotions and makeup to less expensive items like hair accessories, nail polishes and manicure sets.
· Spa
Instead of a container, fold a thick terry cloth towel in accordion pleats, then wrap it into a circle, and secure with a safety pin. Stick the other items in the folds of the towel. Add a loofah and pumice stone. Include mud masks, deep conditioners, scented lotions, candles and other spa favorites. You could add a gift certificate for a local spa as well.
· Pet Baskets
Pet-themed baskets are easy and fun to make. Pick up treats, gourmet food, cat nip, toys, even collars, leashes or pet clothing to create unique baskets for dog and cat lovers.
· Cooking
Start with a large mixing bowl or stockpot. You can use pasta or dried beans as filler. Add standard kitchen utensils like spatulas or wooden spoons or look for something more offbeat, like an avocado knife or a corn zipper (which removes the kernels from the cob). Add other items like brightly patterned pot holders and towels. Consider adding a cookbook or, for a more personal touch, add some of your own recipes.
· Housewarming
Use a small cardboard box for a housewarming gift basket and Styrofoam peanuts as filler. Include items that new home owners will need, like a variety of picture hooks and picture nails, a small hammer, a small level and felt dots to prevent furniture from scratching floors and walls. If the recipients are new to the area consider adding a guidebook or a subscription to a local newspaper. You could also include new address labels or an ink stamp with the recipient's new address.
· Candle Basket
Use a basket with a thick weave, as candles can be heavy, and a thicker weave offers more support. Choose one dominant scent to build your basket theme around. For example, if you pick apple pie scent, use red or scarlet tissue paper to line the basket. After lining the basket, add candles of various sizes, a candle lighter, a candle plate and a few decorative candle lids, which sit on top of the candles to make them burn evenly. To add to your gift, include a gift card to a candle shop. For an even larger gift, include a make-your-own-candle kit with all of the ingredients.
· Games Basket
Use a picnic basket or other lidded basket for a game theme. Any color combination of bright tissue paper works well for this theme. Put one or two board games in the basket. Add card games, bingo cards and markers, writing utensils and extra dice. Ideas for larger items include a special edition of a board game or a poker set. Include extra score sheets for any of the games that require them; these are usually sold near the board games at toy stores or department stores.
· Arts and Crafts Basket
A lidded basket works best to keep all of the supplies inside and organized. For a general art-supply basket, include drawing pads, pencils, paint, clay, rulers, glue, felt and stickers. Alternatively, you can put together a basket for a particular type of crafting, such as scrapbooking, or make a basket with supplies and instructions to complete a specific project. Add a gift card to an art-supply store.
· Food
Purchase food items that are shelf-stable, so the food doesn't spoil. Store-bought candy, sausages, cheese, cookies and other delicacies can all go into the gift basket. Choose the favorite foods of the gift recipient. Bake cookies, cupcakes and other treats at home to make a completely homemade gift basket.
· Alcohol
Create an adult-themed gift basket. If champagne tickles his fancy, use champagne and two flutes for the gift. Beer, nuts, a bottle opener and beer glasses are a great gift for guy who likes to kick back with a frosty brew. A tequila lover will enjoy margarita glasses, margarita mix, salt and some aspirin to go with his tequila. For wine connoisseurs, package wine, wine glasses, cheese and a wine opener for a lovely gift basket.
· Coffee and Tea
Coffee beans, biscotti, a mug and a coffee press will make a beautiful gift basket for any coffee lover. Package a variety of coffee flavors and espresso. If the gift recipient prefers tea, try using a tea mug, a small tea pot, tea and wafers for the gift basket. Include flavored tea and herbal tea to offer variety.
· Mommy and Me
A Mommy and Me basket should include a few things for baby and Mommy to do together. Include a few picture books for Junior and a couple of romance novels for Mom. Shop for matching T-shirts for baby and Mom, which you can find at most baby clothing stores and maternity departments. Complete the basket with a personalized picture frame that says "Mommy and Me," to be filled in later with a photo of the twosome.
· A Day at the Beach
Include everything needed for a happy day in the sun. Sunglasses, hat, sunscreen, aloe, beach towel, water bottle, books or magazines, sand and water toys. Place all the objects in a picnic basket for a fun presentation.
· Reader's Gift Basket
Put together a gift basket that is all books. Pick up a series of books. Or, a variety of books from the same genre, such as travel, mystery, real crime, or fiction. Add magnetic book marks, goodies to snack on while reading, a book light, a box of tissues if the book is a tearjerker. 
