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	Relay Online Chairs Newsletter
	Issue 3 

	In This Issue
	Dear Relay Online Chair,

Thanks to you for all that you do to support Relay For Life.  Relay Online fundraising is ahead of the pace set in 2008- and that was a quick pace!  Read below how you can implement an Online Scavenger Hunt to get participants engaged with your Relay Online website, and don’t forget to check out the links to the websites at the bottom for inspiration.  Go Relay!
-Your Midwest Division Relay Online Support Team

	Flip The Switch
	

	Challenge: Relay Online Style
	

	Announcing New Trainings
	

	Makeover Your Greeting Page
	

	Quick Links
	Top 5 College Events

1. RFL of the Univ. of MN ($120,694.91)
2. RFL of UW-Madison ($83,021.92)

3. RFL of Iowa State Univ. ($57,773.58)

4. RFL of Univ. of Iowa ($53,669.41)

5. RFL of Marquette Univ. ($32,438)

**Relay Online Fundraising Totals, YTD
	Relay Online Fundraising Progress, YTD
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	Top 5 Community Events

1. RFL of Sun Prairie, WI ($30,865.20)
2. RFL of River Falls, WI ($28,038.87)

3. RFL of Dubuque, IA ($21,068.36)

4. RFL of Linn County, IA ($16,236)

5. RFL of Eau Claire County, WI ($15,997)

**Relay Online Fundraising Totals, YTD

	Volunteer Tools
	
	
	

	RelayForLife.org
	
	
	

	Find Your Event
	
	
	

	Training Calendar
	
	
	

	Flip The Switch: Turning Off Luminaria Orders and Registration
Many of you reading this are moving into action to get ready for your Relay For Life event, but something to consider is turning off the online purchase of Luminaria and closing Registration for this event. Please submit a Help Desk ticket or email: mwonline@cancer.org to disable Online luminaria orders or Online registration.
Best Practice Recommendations:

Luminaria- Work in partnership with your Staff Partner and Luminaria Chair to determine when the last possible Online order can be placed to be sure that the order is fulfilled in time for the Relay.  Some communities may want to disable this option a week prior to the event, but it is recommended that you submit a Help Desk ticket to close sales on the Wednesday prior to Relay and pull the MW Luminaria Report from the Event Management Center Thursday morning to verify that all orders have been fulfilled. **Please note that not all events accept Online Luminaria orders.  If you are unsure, please contact your Staff Partner.

Registration- Work in partnership with your Staff Partner and Registration Chair to determine the strategy for handling Online registrations.  It is possible for teams and participants to register through Relay Online right before or just after the event, but it is important for communication to be clear that those individuals may not receive an event T-shirt or other materials in time for Relay For Life.  If you would like to disable Online registration please submit a Help Desk ticket.
**IMPORTANT**: Please remember that all Relay Online websites will accept donations until AUGUST 31, 2009 so encourage participants to continue their Online fundraising efforts through the summer.
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	Challenge: Relay Online Style
I have received several requests for a scavenger hunt-type challenge for use on Relay Online websites.  Attached is a document that you can use to set up a similar challenge for your Relay Online participants.

1. Be sure that you have a great reward for the winner
2. Sell the idea to the Committee to gain their buy-in

3. Set a goal for # or % of Online participation in the scavenger hunt

4. Start with the attached list below of questions to post on the website.

5. Decide how long you want to hold the challenge (10 days, 1 month, 6 weeks, 8 weeks?) and choose your favorite questions or create your own.
Click Here for Relay Online Scavenger Hunt questions and answers

	Announcing New Trainings

Relay Online Refresher  This training is your opportunity to rediscover all that Relay Online has to offer in just one hour.  Talk with Online Chairs from around the Division and share ideas about what’s already working and what you have planned.

Click Here to Register Now:
Wednesday, May 20 from 6:00 – 7:00 PM
Wednesday, June 3 from 6:00 – 7:00 PM
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	Makeover Your Greeting Page
Take a moment and think about the reason you visit your favorite website two, three or twenty times per day.  Chances are the underlying reason is that the content on that page keeps changing and updating.  Most likely there isn’t going to be a need for constant updates like a news channel, but regular change can be a great thing for your website!
· Event Theme: Take the theme for this year’s event and advertise it on the website.  Color, font and graphics can “set the mood” for all Relay participants who visit the website.  Want to take it up a notch?  Challenge participants to write the best theme-related email ask for support and post the message on the greeting page so other Relayers can benefit from the message.
Want to see an example?  Click Here to see the website for the Relay For Life of West Bend, WI
· Upcoming Fundraisers: Relayers love to support other Relayers and the Greeting Page is valuable advertising space for these activities.  Ask teams to provide updates to you that can be posted on the greeting page, and then post the results from the fundraisers to show the team’s success.
Want to see an example?  Click Here to see the website for the Relay For Life of Swift County, MN
· Important Announcements/ Reminders: Keep everyone “in the know” with important information posted on the Greeting Page.  Things to include:  Meeting Reminders, Deadlines, Honorary Chair, Current Challenges for Relay participants and many more.
Want to see an example?  Click Here to see the website for the Relay For Life of Lincoln and Minnehaha Counties, SD

· Pictures:  It makes people feel good when they can see pictures of themselves and their family and friends posted on their website.  Use pictures from the 2008 event and other Relay activities throughout the year to showcase the dedication of all of the Relayers in your community.
Want to see an example?  Click Here to see the website for the Relay For Life of Boone County, IA


