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Letter Writing

The #1 Fundraising Strategy…

Before AND AFTER Relay

Letter writing to friends, family, business associates and others still remains one of the most effective ways to reach out to people and solicit donations.  Now days so much of our communication is not written that when we receive a letter in the mail, we take notice!  In the next few pages we have provided some sample options for different scenarios that may have occurred in your community.

(Sample letter to Team Captains or Participants/ did not meet goal at event) 

Dear Team Captains (or participants):

When my daughter was diagnosed with cancer 7 years ago, our family had one goal:  To Beat Cancer.    It was a rough two-years of treatment, side effects, sleepless nights, family stress and job stress, but we reached our goal of Samantha beating cancer!  She is now cancer free and has a family of her own.

When my friend Stuart asked me to co-chair this year’s Relay For Life, we set a goal of raising $65,000.  With help from all of you and our wonderful community, we had a wonderful Relay.  Our net total to date is $53,000.  Just like my family’s goal was to see our daughter beat cancer, our Relay Committee’s goal is to get to their $65,000!

Two teams have already stepped up to hold one last post-event fundraiser to help us meet our goal.  If your team plus 13 more teams each raise $700 each, we will meet our goal.  And who knows … maybe instead of a fundraiser, someone at your company or who does business with your company will just write a check for the whole amount!  It might work!  You never know who will help unless you ask!

We have until August 31st to get this done.  Let’s meet our Relay goal.  And let’s beat cancer!

Please call me and tell me if your team can help.  Here’s my phone number and e-mail address. 

Sincerely,

Sally Smith

Co-Chair







Relay For Life of Hopeville

1.800.227.2345 / RelayForLife.org / cancer.org
(Suggested Rainy Relay Letter)
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Rain Dampens Track, but not Spirit of the American Cancer Society Relay For Life!

Dear Friend,

The weather didn’t hold out for our American Cancer Society Relay For Life, but our dedication to cancer is still as strong as ever! We have $22,000 to go to reach our goal, and we are excited that individuals and teams are stepping forward with donations that are helping us get there! 

If you didn’t make it to Relay, or if the rain sent you packing, we wanted you to know that we are still accepting donations, which will be put toward your team total and the Relay For Life.  Don’t forget you can also donate online at our event website:  www.RelayForLife.org/( your specific address here)
We sincerely thank all cancer survivors, team captains, team members, donors and sponsors for their support during this soggy season.

Thanks to you, we are making great progress in the fight against cancer through research, education, advocacy and service, and your dollars are directly helping us to save lives, reduce cancer incidence, and improve quality of life.

Donations to help reach our goal can be sent to ________ at ________________.

If you have any questions, please contact ___________________ at __________.

Sincerely,

1.800.227.2345 / RelayForLife.org / cancer.org
(Suggested Hot Weather Letter)
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Dear Team Captains and Participants,

The weekend of May 31st was HOT! HOT! HOT! but you came out to Relay anyway to represent (your community here) commitment to fight cancer!  While we were having fun in the bright and sizzling sun…wearing our sunscreen of course, we were raising money to pay for lifesaving programs and services that the American Cancer Society provides to patients, survivors and their families and to FIGHT BACK against this disease.

Currently, we have raised $89,000 through letters, online, car washes, yard sales and many other fundraisers, just to name a few.  Each one of you worked incredibly hard to raise this money and we are so appreciative of all of your efforts.  The temperature of our event was high and my hopes are still high that we will meet our goal of $100,000.

If each of our teams raise another $440 we will reach our goal!

Let’s heat up our post-event fundraising through a little incentive to give you all a BOOST!  Any team raising another $1,000 before August 31, 2008 will have their registration fee waived in 2009.  Any team raising another $2,500 before August 31, 2008 will have a 3-hour free pass at the 2009 event, where their team can take a break from the track from 3-6AM (or in the hottest part of the day if it’s a scorcher next year too)!  

I am thrilled and honored to be part of an organization that has made such progress in the fight against cancer.  In fact, we have all been touched by the American Cancer Society.  Each time I walk into a smoke free restaurant, I am reminded of how much the American Cancer Society does for each and every one of us.  Let’s continue to FIGHT BACK against cancer until we reach the finish line!  

Please join me in continuing to raise money until we meet our goal.
Sally Smith

Event Chair

p.s.  Don’t forget to ask your company about matching gifts!

1.800.227.2345 / RelayForLife.org / cancer.org
(Suggested e-mail blast)
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Hey Relayers!

We DID it!  We had a great Relay at the fairgrounds last month.  We bravely set a $100,000 goal and while we did not meet it (yet) we know we still will!

Many of you are giving one last push to raise the additional $28,000 that we still need.  This means that if each team raises an additional $400 that we will make our goal!

Would you consider sending out one more round of e-mails, mentioning how we did ($72,000 is not bad!!), and asking for donations of $25, $50, $100 or more to get us to our $100,000?  (Mentioning specific amounts is proven to work!)  Remember to include your personal reason for Relaying!

Thanks so much for helping us reach goal and for helping the wonderful work of the American Cancer Society in our community.  Our deadline is August 31st.  

WE CAN DO IT!

Sincerely,

Your Name

Event Chair


P.S., Of course one e-mail to the right relative or friend who would gladly write a check for $500 or $1,000 is another way to get this done.  It does work for some folks.  Or, if your company does a lot of business with a particular vendor, the vendor might be glad to help in a big way too…if asked!

Please note:  Additional post-event emails that can be sent through Relay Online are located within the back end of the web site.  Your Online Chair or staff partner can access these emails, which can be customized for each community 

(Enclosure for “Post Relay Challenge” Committee Packets/Blast e-mails/Letters to Participants/Wrap-up Newsletter/Back of Wrap-Up Party Agenda, etc.)
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Your Extra Push DOES Make a Difference!

	Every contribution is valuable!  Here’s how sample amounts you collect or donate help make life better for your family and in our community!

Reach to Recovery introduces breast cancer patients to select survivors trained by the American Cancer Society who answer questions and provide emotional support.  Visits to 5 women = $500

Our National Cancer Information Center receives 1.2 million calls from around the country every year to its 24-hour toll-free line — 1.800.227.2345.  Cancer information specialists answer questions about cancer treatment options and local cancer resources.  83 hours of toll-free access = $250

Volunteer Drivers hit the highways, shuttling cancer patients to and from their treatments. 8 roundtrips for 1 patient = $312
Hope Lodge locations operated by the American Cancer Society ease the financial burden on patients by providing a free place to stay during treatments.  Expenses for 1 patient for 10 days = $1,000

Clinical Trials funded by the American Cancer Society determine the safety and effectiveness of new drugs and treatment methods.  Expenses for 1 patient = $3,000

Look Good ... Feel Better beauty counseling session for cancer patients conducted by the American Cancer Society involve professional training and program logistics.  Cost of consultations for 4 women = $800

Test Tubes allow researchers to test promising anticancer medications and study tumor growth. Case of 500 = $150
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