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	Dear Relay Online Chair,

Ready to hit the track?  We’re entering our busiest months of Relay season and we’re looking to you to continue making the Relay Online websites the best yet!  Scroll down to see a checklist of the things you need to think about in the month leading up to your event, and also to get some ideas about how to use social networking as an additional platform for launching fundraising efforts.  If you have any questions, please reply to this message or contact the Midwest Division Help Desk.  Happy Relaying!    
-Your Midwest Division Relay Online Support Team

	Tech Tips
	

	30 Days to Relay: Online Checklist
	

	Announcing New Trainings
	

	Using Social Networks to Fundraise for Relay
	

	Quick Links
	Top 5 College Events

1.  Relay For Life of the Univ. of MN- $120,999.91
2.  Relay For Life of UW-Madison- $83,131.92

3.  Relay For Life of Iowa State- $57,968.58

4.  Relay For Life of the Univ. of Iowa- $53,794.41

5.  Relay For Life of Cornell College- $33,864.84
**Relay Online Fundraising Totals, YTD
	Relay Online Fundraising Progress, YTD
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	Top 5 Community Events

1.  Relay For Life of Dubuque, IA- $44,248.26

2.  Relay For Life of Woodbury, MN- $40,099.99

3.  Relay For Life of Linn County, IA- $36,823.26

4. Relay For Life of Eau Claire County, WI- $36,631.51

5.  Relay For Life of Sun Prairie, WI- $34,644.20
**Relay Online Fundraising Totals, YTD
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	Are you Filtering Coaching Emails? 
Here's what you need to know:

What is a Filter and Why do I need to use it?
A filter is used to exclude certain participant groups from receiving an email message that you are sending. 

For example:  Some of our messages are intended to be sent to past participants encouraging them to register for the 2009 Relay, and these messages should not be sent to those participants that are currently registered.  It is important to place a filter on this type of message so that individuals who have already signed up for this year's event aren't getting these requests for their participation.

When should I use a filter?
The primary focus will be when you are sending "Registration Recruitment" type messages to 2008 Relay Online users.  As stated above, filtering out those who have already signed up will eliminate the chances of them receiving this message after they've committed to participating in a 2009 Relay For Life event.  If you are following the timeline for delivery of email messages, please note the 5 messages highlighted in yellow for which you will want to add a filter. Download the Community Coaching Email Timeline or visit http://www.mwrfl.org/ and click on Online Chairs to find the coaching email timeline.

How do I add a Filter?
Please download the Coaching Email Filter Instructions to learn how to apply the filter correctly.
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	30 Days to Relay: Online Checklist
As the Relay Online Chair there are a few steps you’ll want to take to be sure that your Relay Online website is in good shape during the month leading up to your event.  Here are the Top 3 Online Tasks to Complete Before Relay
· Greeting Page- Update this message frequently during the last month.  Think about including event details and the schedule of events to increase excitement as Relay For Life draws nearer.
· Email- Let’s be honest, we all need a little reminder sometimes so be sure to provide all Relay event details in an email with any rules and reminders for the event.

· Reports- Take a good look around your Relay Online website and make a note of the different reports you will need to keep track of, like: Luminaria Report, Donation Report, Team Registration Report among others.

Click Here to see the full 30 Days to Relay: Online Checklist

	Announcing New Trainings

Relay Online Refresher  This training is your opportunity to rediscover all that Relay Online has to offer in just one hour.  Talk with Online Chairs from around the Division and share ideas about what’s already working and what you have planned.

Click Here to Register Now:
Wednesday, June 10 from 6:00 – 7:00 PM

If you have ideas for other calls or training during the summer, please contact: 

Abbey Middleton, Relay Online Trainer (abbey.middleton@cancer.org)
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	Using Social Networks to Fundraise for Relay
Some of our events in the Midwest Division are testing a new Facebook application this year, but if your event is not part of the test group remember that social networks still provide a phenomenal opportunity to spread the word about Relay.  Here are some ideas to get you started.
· Make Friends- Most of you probably already have a Facebook or MySpace account, and if you don’t I’m sure you’ve heard of them.  Let everyone know that you are ready to be their friend through Facebook, MySpace or Twitter.  This will allow you to send out messages to a lot of family and friends and ask them to support the American Cancer Society.  Don’t forget to include a link to your Relay Online website so they can easily donate online.
· Purple Power- Ask participants at your event to participate in a challenge and post a special message to their social network contacts asking them to donate during that day, weekend or week of the challenge.
· Relay Badges- As a member of a social network you have your own profile- ready and waiting to be customized!  On www.relayforlife.org you can download FREE badges for your profile so all of your friends will know you support Relay For Life.
· Join the Relay Community- Relay For Life is already a part of many social networks that you might be using, so take a moment and search for Relay For Life to see if there is already a group created.  This is a wonderful opportunity to share fundraising tips and tricks with Relayers across the country.



