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Survivors/Caregivers
Benefits of RFL/Survivor Partnership
· Relay For Life is a celebration of HOPE
· The survivors give us HOPE that we will find a cure

· During the 2010 Relay season, over 13,633 survivors walked the opening lap at Relay in Illinois
· One in three people will be diagnosed with cancer during their lifetime. The money raised at Relay saves lives by funding cutting-edge cancer research, early detection and prevention education, advocacy efforts, and life-affirming patient services. 

· For the newly diagnosed, Relay is a healing experience that offers a chance to meet others who have claimed victory over cancer. 
RFL Speaking Points

· ACS signature activity that began with one man, Dr. Gordy Klatt in 1985

· A community gathering rather than an athletic event, anyone can participate
· Relay is also a venue for interactive education and information delivery

· Survivors that participate in Relay can help educate the public on ACS programs and services
ACS Speaking Points

· The ACS is the world’s largest and oldest voluntary health organization dedicated to eliminating cancer

· Invested more than $2 billion in cancer research since 1946

· The largest private nonprofit source of funding for cancer research, second only to the federal government

· ACS funded researchers discovered life saving screenings such as the pap test, PSA test and mammography
Preferred Initial Contact

    1.  Where to Recruit

Recruiting Survivor/Caregiver Teams for your Relay For Life takes place all across a community.  Cancer survivors are at your local grocery store, your neighborhood bank, City Hall and at your physician offices just to name a few.  Focusing on your local hospitals and physician offices is a great place to start, but survivors are everywhere.

· Hospitals

· Physician offices

· Corporations

· Schools

· Faith Based Organizations

· Local support programs

· American Cancer Society programs and services

· National Team Partners

· Government entities

· Service Based organizations

2. How to Encourage Involvement
· Your Survivor/Caregiver Chair can start a Survivor team to recruit survivors to get more involved.

· Submit Survivor & Caregiver Registrations form to newspaper to recruit survivors.

· Submit news releases asking survivors & caregivers  to get involved/registered

· Have individuals who interact with cancer patients at the local 
American Cancer Society office ask survivors if they want to be included on the Relay newsletter mailings

· Add past survivor participants to your Relay For Life newsletter 
mailing

· Add past survivor participants to your Kickoff invitation list

· Include survivor & caregiver registration forms in newsletters/team       captain packets

· Recruit survivors who register with Patient Services.  (Follow the 
Guidelines provided by ACS)

· Ask teams to help recruit survivors & caregivers at team meetings – offer spirit points or incentives to teams who help recruit more survivors

· Ask support group members – i.e. Reach to Recovery to speak 
about Relay For Life at their meetings and ask if participants want to get involved with the Survivor Lap at Relay

· Ask your local Regional Board to recruit local survivors – make sure they have registration forms

· Visit all doctors offices & oncology/radiation facilities – educate them on the programs & services available – ask if registration forms can be placed in their offices

· Give the doctor’s office workers “Ask me about Relay” stickers to wear at work each day

· Ask a local grocery store if registration forms can be placed in customer’s shopping bags.

· Partner with local hospital and do mailing to survivors in area

· Ask if you can hold a “Relay Day” in their lobby to recruit possible teams and survivors

· Send a personal letter from a survivor to all survivors in your area – include luminaria form

· Run ads on local television and radio stations asking survivors to get involved/registered – remember that we do not pay for advertisement
· Contact support groups at churches/hospitals/treatment centers to see if you can do a presentation or send them information on Relay and the survivor’s lap

· Ask local Chamber to put survivors flyer in their mailing/newsletter

· Print posters specific to Survivor recruitment and place in strategic locations

· If your area has a mall – ask if you can place survivor registration forms at the information desk

· Contact local businesses that deal with cancer survivors, ie: mastectomy & wig suppliers and ask to place registration forms at their business

· With your Survivor Committee – Use the Recruitment Wheel for survivor recruitment – ask committee members to set personal goals – offer incentive/prizes at each meeting for reaching that goal

· Utilize the Survivor Recruitment video which can be used at a Survivor Recruitment Rally and can also be shown at various team captain meetings or team recruitment presentations

· At your pre-event survivor reception ask if attendees want to join your Survivor Team at Relay – allow them the ability to sign up that night
· Make sure your Survivors feel a part of the Relay - send touch cards/holiday cards throughout the year like you do with your teams

· Create “virtual survivor team” online and invite all survivors to fundraise
· Send out newsletter targeted specifically to Survivors/Caregivers
· Ask survivors to speak at committee rally, kickoff, team captain meetings – what a great way to remind teams about why we Relay

· Feature a survivor in each newsletter – share their story

· At every team presentation, make sure you mention we are also recruiting for survivors to kick off the event and be celebrated

· Send a post-event survey to your survivors – ask if they want to get more involved in the committee or on a team
3. Additional Ways to Recruit Survivors/Caregivers
The media is always looking for great human-interest stories. Here are a few Survivor focused story ideas to pitch to your local media.
· Recognize your youngest/oldest survivor

· Recognize participants on your Survivor Team
· Recognize the survivor in your community who has been cancer-free the longest
· Recognize a family who has several cancer survivors or share the story of generational survivors — a mother and daughter who are both survivors.

· Recognize a business that is participating because several of their employees are cancer survivors
· Share the story of a survivor who benefited from a research breakthrough funded by the American Cancer Society. 
Target Survivor Groups 
· Hospitals

· Oncology Centers

· Cancer Support Groups

· Community Centers

· Faith Based Organizations

· Physician Offices

· ACS Programs and Services Volunteers

· www.cancer.org, www.relayforlife.org, & www.relayforlifeillinois.com
Tools and Resources for Getting Survivors Involved

· HOPE Model

· Attached letters
Relay For Life Survivor Letters
SAMPLE SURVIVOR TEAM ASK LETTER

(CITY) will be hosting the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life (DATE).  We want to invite you to join the 2009 Relay For Life Survivor Team.  There is no registration fee - just a commitment from you to get more involved in this amazing community event to raise money for the Relay For Life.  
Help us raise money so we can increase the number of survivors and work towards finding a cure for cancer.  Every person involved helps bring us one step closer to eliminating cancer.  With you helping us raise money less people will have to hear ‘you have cancer’.

We are excited to have our first Survivor Team led by our Survivor/Caregiver Chair (INSERT NAME).  We will be hosting a survivor team meeting after the Survivor Reception on (DATE).  If you are interested in starting your own team, please let us know.  The next team captain meeting is (DATE) at the (LOCATION) from (TIME).  

We want to pack the track with survivors on (DATE).  Would you help us out by passing the word about the Relay For Life?  We can’t do this without you.  

If you need any information or have any questions please contact us.  We hope to hear from you.  

(NAME), Survivor/Caregiver Chair

(CONTACT INFO)
(NAME), American Cancer Society Community Representative
(CONTACT INFO)

