
Fundraising Ideas 
Compiled from various emails received over the years from the  

American Cancer Society. 

Use Your Head to Fight Cancer!  
Hats on day! TGIF can take on a new meaning when you ask your company, school, or organization to allow 
employees or students to put their “hats on” in return for a contribution to your Relay team. Work with your 
management or school leadership to set a day when everyone can don their otherwise prohibited hats in return 
for a donation to Relay. Provide stickers to people who donate so they can be recognized! Here is a sample flyer 
to help you promote your FUNdraiser. Workplace not big on hats?  Consider a traditional dress down day 
instead! Be creative! “Denim for Dollars” could be your next great workplace FUNdraiser! 

Shopping Extravaganza! 
Team Rockin’ Walkin’ Warriors 1, 2 & 3 from the Relay For Life of York County, Maine, are planning a 
Shopping Extravaganza! They have consultants from Tupperware, Scentsy, 31 bags, Pampered Chef, Uncorked 
bird houses, and more. They will be hosting this fantastic shopping event at a local hall. It is set up like a craft 
fair with each distributor having a table. They advertise the event in the paper and with local businesses. All 
consultants give a percentage of sales to the teams.  
30x30x30 Campaign 
Try to get 30 people to donate $30 each on the 30th of the month.  That’s $900 in one day!  This can be done 
individually or as a team. If you have 15 members on your team, ask each member to ask 2 people for $30.  
Perhaps the next month, you can do 20 x 20 x 20.  Imagine the possibilities if all your teammates participated in 
this campaign!  
Game Night! 
Choose a game that your friends like to play, such as bunko, dominos, or trivia, and invite everyone over for a 
night of fun. You can ask for a flat donation for the entire evening, or for games like cards or dominos, players 
can chip in $1 for every hand or round.  
Pizza Delivery Night 
Team “Never Say Nevers” from the Relay For Life of New Fairfield, CT, decided to do a pizza delivery night. 
No one delivers pizza in their town, so they decided to offer the local pizza shop a unique opportunity! They are 
planning to work with the local pizza place and arrange for their team to deliver pizzas! All tips will support 
Relay. The team will be wearing their t-shirts from last year’s Relay to help promote the event. If you adopt this 
idea, consider printing a few Relay fliers to tape to the tops of each delivered pie!   
Go Green and Raise Green 
Done with that water bottle? Rinse it out, apply one of these labels, and voila! You have the perfect vessel for 
collecting dimes (or dollars). One 16 oz. bottle filled with dimes yields about $90. 

 

 

 



You can't think about birthdays without thinking about cake and icing! Think about your Relay fundraising 
efforts like a birthday cake. The tiers of cake are the various types of fundraising you and your team do 
throughout the year. So what’s the icing on the cake? ONSITE FUNDRAISING! It doesn’t matter where you 
are in the Relay experience. If you registered in September or you registered yesterday, there's still time to plan 
for raising more money at Relay itself. 
 
Below you’ll find some onsite fundraising ideas from right here in New England. Just one of them could help 
you reach or exceed your personal or team fundraising goal and help create a world with less cancer and MORE 
BIRTHDAYS! As always, we encourage you to work with your local Relay For Life Planning Committee to 
make sure whatever onsite fundraising your team comes up with works with the rules and regulations of your 
Relay. 
 
Come Up with a Game 
Shelby from team Cats for a Cure at the Relay For Life of the University of Vermont offers her fellow 
participants a chance to play and win! The game is played just like Jeopardy, except all the questions are from 
one category: cancer/Relay For Life. The player still gets to pick a category, but that category describes the type 
of prize they're competing for, e.g., food-related, girly, musical, miscellaneous, etc. Also, instead of having 
points based on how difficult the question is, there are donation levels, say from $5 to $25. For a $5 donation, 
they might win a pair of earrings.  For a $25 donation, they might win a restaurant gift certificate.  Higher 
donation = higher value prize. If the player gets the question wrong, they get to pick a consolation prize from 
the candy jar. 

 
Zumba-Thon: Yes! Even at Relay! 
Fun, laughter, and Zumba moves! These types of fundraisers are popping up all across the Relay nation! Why 
not bring the fun to Relay? Check with your Relay For Life planning committee first, and then partner with a 
local gym or certified Zumba instructor who is willing to donate their time. Ask participants to pay a suggested 
donation of $10-20 per class. At one Relay, the six classes in one day brought in approximately $1,200! It’s a 
great way to fundraise, raise awareness about the importance of exercise in cancer prevention, and boost your 
team’s fundraising total. 
  

 
The Ritz @ Relay! 
Amanda from team Nate and Noah’s Night Owls in Middletown, CT, sets up a large tent and fills it with Relay 
luxury! Upon entering, you’ll find two queen-size raised air beds, throw rugs, a lamp, and a night stand. Tired 
Relayers can rent the space for an hour to get some quality rest. Each guest gets fresh sheets, an eye mask, ear 
plugs, and a mint on the pillow. Guests at this luxury tent site will awaken from their stay rejuvenated and ready 
to Relay! 

 
Use Your Team's Talents  
Team Pelegano's Stained Glass Angels will be selling stained glass cancer ribbons at the Relay For Life of 
Southington, CT! The glass ribbons represent different types of cancers and can be worn or hung in a 
window. Additionally, the team hosts a few drawings at their site. One includes a gift basket, and another 
includes 6 hand-crafted pink pens that are donated by a team member. And, they sell tickets at Relay to their 
August Garden Tea Party, another fundraiser. 

 
 

  



Looking for more team members? Why not try an evite.com invitation! 
Below you will find a link to evite.com. This special Relay For Life invitation is a quick 
and easy way to email friends, family, neighbors and colleagues and ask them to join 
you in the fight against cancer!  

Relayers across the Nation have had great success with this invitation and we know you will too! 

Check it out today! 
 

Get Your Healthy On! 
 
Roughly 1/3 of cancer deaths can be linked to poor diet, physical inactivity and carrying excess weight so while 
we enjoy our sweet treats above in moderation, we also wanted to offer some healthy alternatives to food 
fundraisers! 
 
At the Office: 
Salad Potluck- one day a week you bring the greens and the healthy dressings and invite everyone in the office 
to bring one topping of their choice.  Give them healthy suggestions like fruit, nuts, fresh cut veggies, chick 
peas or grilled chicken.  Because this is a fundraiser for your Relay For Life team, ask for a suggested donation 
of what they would normally spend on a lunch out.  This is healthier, more fun and for a great cause! 
 
In your community:  
When you attend your community Little League tournament or your son or daughter's soccer game, bring along 
some healthy snacks!  Bottled water, all-natural fruit juice boxes, fruits that are easy to eat on the go like apples 
and bananas, and granola bars are all healthy snack options for little athletes and their fans!   
 
At Relay: 
Consider offering healthy choices for sale as an on-site fundraiser for your team!  Make your own trail mix 
stations are always a big hit at Relay!  Have big containers of everyone's trail mix favorites- dried fruits, nuts, 
pretzels (and yes, even some M&M's) and let donors fill their own baggie with their favorite mix!  Fruit juice 
"mock-tails" are also a fun offering as a fundraiser!  Sodium (and calorie)-free Club Soda and fruit juices are 
not only refreshing and healthy- but also fun and festive! 

So what do you say? Ready to get your healthy on? Click here to take a nutrition and activity quiz at cancer.org. 
While you are there, check out this Shopping List: Basic Ingredients for a Healthy Kitchen  

 
Did Someone Say Summer? 
Don't limit your summer-time FUNdraising to just the holidays!  The nice weather, longer days and vacation 
time make it a perfect time of year to fundraise!  Whether you and your team made its fundraising goal or you 
are working to raise those last few dollars, continuing your fundraising through the summer months will help 
ensure the American Cancer Society can continue its life saving mission of creating a world with more 
birthdays!  See how you and your team can have Summer Family Fun- Relay Style! 
   
Squeegee Day! 
If you're like most folks, you have a dirty windshield. So what do you do? Turn it into a fundraiser! Get a team 
to do a squeegee day at a  local drive-thru. Have one person at the beginning of the drive-thru ask the person in 
the car if they would like their windshield washed as a donation to Relay For Life. If they say yes, a volunteer 
places a pamphlet under their windshield wiper. Once they get to the next drive-thru window a team of two 
washes their windshield and thanks them for their donation. 



"Change makes a lot of cents" 
 
Tying into the theme of ACS as The Official Sponsor of Birthdays, one company team held a one month 
competition between departments to have each of them fill an empty birthday gift bag with loose change.  The 
winning team/department received birthday treats (decorated cupcakes). The slogans for this fundraiser were 
“We might just find a cure for cancer right in your pocket!” and “Change makes a lot of cents.” 
Take this idea one step further and ask your neighbors to find the cure in their pockets!  Another team sent notes 
out to all their neighbors asking them to gather all their loose change from their pockets, cars and households 
and have it ready for pick up on a certain day.   

  

 It's Show Time 
 
Set up your big-screen TV in the back yard (or put up a sheet and borrow a projector) and host a neighborhood 
movie night, charging an entry fee plus concessions.  Or make it a date night for parents charging $20 to drop 
off their kids for a movie and pizza.  Or ask the local firehouse to set up a screen with a family-friendly feature 
and throw a tour of the firehouse in for an extra $5.  Or have a movie night at a local community or high school 
pool...there's nothing like watching "Jaws" while floating on a raft.  Or...put your own award 
winning/fundraising spin on movie night!  You can see the possibilities are endless. 

 

Facebook/Social Media 
Lynne from team “My Sharonas” at the Relay For Life of Quaboag Valley in Massachusetts uses email and social media 
to help in her fundraising efforts, and she doesn't stop when Relay reaches closing ceremonies! Why not continue to reach 
the people in your circle of influence even after Relay ends, especially if you are still trying to reach your goal. Below are 
some messages she's had success with: 
 
• A small, selfless act can have a lasting effect and great impact on the life of someone you know or love who has cancer. 
• Is your birthday, anniversary, or some other gift-receiving occasion approaching? Do you really need another new tie? 
Or an expensive dinner out? Flowers that won't last? Would you consider forgoing a few small gifts so that someone with 
cancer might look forward to celebrating another year of life? Ask that your friends and family members honor your 
birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion with a donation to Relay Team My Sharonas. If they do the same for their 
gift-receiving occasions, they can make an even greater impact on the fight against this horrible disease. 
• Remember, employers often have gift matching programs that will double charitable donations. Check with their human 
resources department. 
• I hope your year is full of life's celebrations, big and small. My wish for you is that it's filled with good health and that 
you and those you love never hear the words "You have cancer." Help put an end to this disease by making a donation to 
my American Cancer Society Relay For Life team at [insert the Web address of your team or personal page on your 
event's Web site]. 
 
Enthusiasm + Elbow Grease = Car Wash Ca$h 
 
How about organizing a team car wash?  Locate an accessible parking lot with great visibility, gather some hoses, 
buckets, a pile of rags and window cleaner, set up an assembly line, and you've got a quick and easy event that gets your 
entire team involved. Promote your car wash in advance through your town newspaper, Web site, or public access 
channel, and position enthusiastic sign holders to encourage drop-in business. School parking lots and areas near your 
town's transfer station - always busy on Saturdays - are good locations. Just make sure you have a water source! 
 
 
 
 
 



Fundraising is ageless! 
 
Last year, a Relay For Life team from Kinderworks day care center in Essex Junction, VT, held an art show as a 
fundraising event. The staff at the day care center framed art work that was created by the children and set them up 
gallery-style. They invited parents and family members to an afternoon art show where they could purchase their child's 
framed artwork by making a donation to the Relay For Life of Chittenden County. The art show raised $1,000 for the 
Kinderworks team! 
 
Hey Batter, Batter! 
 
Baseball, softball, t-ball...take your Relay team out to the ball game. The concession stand is the perfect place to try these 
ideas. Volunteer to work concessions and set out Relay donation cans as your "price" for covering the time slot. See if the 
league will set up a special "split the pot" arrangement for a cancer awareness game. Expand the usual menu for a 
Saturday or weekend tournament by offering one of your food specialties for sale with a percentage going to your Relay. 
 
Purple Lemonade 
 
Are there upcoming summer events in your community?  (Hint - July 4.)  How about getting permission to set up a Purple 
Lemonade Stand at the event or parade route?  We've heard of one community stand that made $5,000 in just a couple of 
days. You need kids for maximum impact, so round up some irresistible cuties who can ask for a $1 donation for the 
purple refreshment. Make sure there's plenty of American Cancer Society signage at your booth so people know it is for a 
great cause and why the lemonade is purple. 
 
Did someone say summer? 
 
Don't limit your summer time FUNdraising to just the holidays! The nice weather, longer days, and vacation time make it 
a perfect time of year to fundraise!  Whether you and your team made its fundraising goal or you are working to raise 
those last few dollars, continuing your fundraising through the summer months will help ensure the American Cancer 
Society can continue its life saving mission of creating a world with less cancer and more birthdays! See how you and 
your team can have Summer Family Fun - Relay Style! 
 
Handy Helpers Drawing 
Start planning your onsite fundraiser now! Seek out a group of handy folks and ask them to donate 5-10 hours 
of their time. At Relay, sell chances to win the Handy Helpers for a day. They could paint a room, organize a 
closet or pantry, install a light fixture or small appliance, plant a garden in the spring, or help with garage or 
basement cleaning. This is one onsite FUNdraiser that is sure to draw folks to your tent site! 
 
Hair-raising Fun! 
Ask someone to shave their head or dye their hair purple at the Relay once a certain amount of money has been 
raised. A popular teacher?  A prominent business leader perhaps?  Be sure to set a high goal and get the clippers 
ready! 
 
When Pigs Fly! 
Have you ever heard the expression, “When pigs fly?”  Well, here is a funny FUNdraisier for you.  Place a 
piggy bank on someone’s porch or desk when they are not looking. To make the pig fly away, they will need to 
give the pig a donation. 
 
Spring into Action 
Thoughts turn to flowers and gardening in the spring so have a plant or herb show or offer small potted herbs 
for sale. Ask people to “spring into action against cancer!” 
 
 
 
 



Fetch & Favor for a Fee 
Place a sign-up sheet outside your office, the teacher’s lounge, or even your own kitchen. You might even ask 
business owners if they'd like you to run errands like fetching coffee or lunches, dry cleaning, supplies, etc.  
Create a price list to match the errand and let them know their dollars go towards a CURE. 

Wear it Day 
Pick a day for team members to wear last year's T-shirt and solicit donations from co-workers, friends, relatives, 
doctors, dentists, hairdressers… anyone they see that day! You can even provide your team members with coin 
cans to carry throughout the day. 

Do you scream for ice cream? 
Thank you to Sandy, from the Windham Relay in Vermont, for sharing this yummy FUNdraising idea. With the 
weather getting warmer and summer right around the corner, host an ice cream social! Charge a participation 
fee. Provide different flavors of ice cream, various toppings, whipped cream, and cherries. Host it in your office 
and invite neighboring businesses to participate. Ice cream break anyone? This one is sure to be a winner! 

Win a day off! 
Have your boss establish a workplace fundraising goal. If the goal is met, hold a drawing awarding the winning 
employee a day off. Try to convince your employer to match all of the donations received. 

Parking Space Auction! 
This fundraiser is perfect for high school students: Auction off the principal's parking spot for a day or two - 
with the principal's permission, of course. If you work in an office, auction off the prime parking spot. The high 
bidder could win, or the names of everyone who donated to Relay could be put in a hat for a drawing. 
 
Gym Open House 
Ask a local fitness center to sponsor your Relay team by offering an open house where people could attend  a 
variety of toning and aerobic classes - but only if they donated to Relay. You could have a suggested donation 
amount, or just let people donate whatever they wish. This event also provides a great opportunity to educate 
people about the link between cancer and extra weight and lack of exercise. Consider adding a silent auction 
and free babysitting. And, don't forget to have someone collecting Relay donations as people arrive or depart. 
Have Relay information on hand, too. 
Sport a Company Logo! 
Tell companies that you will walk around wearing their hat or t-shirt for half an hour for a $25 dollar donation 
to Relay. 
 
Party Zoot Suit Style 
Swing music is in.  Hold a swing dance party and give awards for the best zoot suit there. Charge admission! 
Get the hall donated or use a team member’s home. 
 
Afternoon Munchies that Fight Cancer! 
Does your office have vending machines in the break room or kitchen?  Coordinate with the vendor to add 50 
cents to the cost of a snack or soda prior to Relay, with the extra money going to your team total.  Make sure to 
get your boss involved, and let people know where the extra money is going. 
 
Spring Clean-Up 
With spring finally here, it's time to clean house! Organize a yard sale. Work together as a team, or have one 
individually. Consider asking your neighbors to donate items for sale. Make sure to promote it well, with 
posters or even an ad in the local paper. When sales slow down, charge a flat fee for shoppers to fill a grocery 
bag with yard sale treasures. If you tell shoppers what their purchases support, they'll probably be willing to pay 
more! 
 



Fundraise at Relay 
Ann Marie Caprio, who owns a fitness center for women in Pelham, NH, will teach a Zumba class at her Relay 
for $1 per person as a team fundraiser. She's also offering 6 weeks of free Zumba classes in her team's fitness 
basket raffle. "We hope through exercise and eating right we can continue to fight this disease," she says. 
 
Game Night 
Choose a game that your group of friends likes to play such as bunko, dominos, or trivia, and invite everyone 
over for a night of fun. You can ask for a flat donation for the entire evening, or for games like cards or 
dominos, players can chip in $1 for every hand or round. 
 
Flicks and Friends 
Host a movie night and watch films with ‘walk’ in the title (Walk the Line, Twin Peaks: Fire Walk with Me, 
The Long Walk Home, A Walk to Remember, etc.). Invite friends and ask for a $10 viewing fee. Have the 
popcorn popping and make your preview of coming attractions this Relay For Life 
 

Friday Fun Day! 
Work for a large company or have a company team? Ask management if you can host a FRIDAY FUN DAY! 
Ask employees to participate by charging $5.00 to wear flip-flops, 

 

 


