

FUNdraising should be just that…FUN!
Here are some ideas that have worked for others across the country:

Handy Helpers Drawing
Start planning your onsite fundraiser now! Seek out a group of handy folks and ask them to donate 5-10 hours of their time. At Relay, sell chances to win the Handy Helpers for a day. They could paint a room, organize a closet or pantry, install a light fixture or small appliance, plant a garden in the spring, or help with garage or basement cleaning. This is one onsite FUNdraiser that is sure to draw folks to your tent site!

Hair-raising Fun!
Ask someone to shave their head or dye their hair purple at the Relay once a certain amount of money has been raised. A popular teacher?  A prominent business leader perhaps?  Be sure to set a high goal and get the clippers ready!

When Pigs Fly!
Have you ever heard the expression, “When pigs fly?”  Well, here is a funny FUNdraisier for you.  Place a piggy bank on someone’s porch or desk when they are not looking. To make the pig fly away, they will need to give the pig a donation.

Spring into Action
Thoughts turn to flowers and gardening in the spring so have a plant or herb show or offer small potted herbs for sale. Ask people to “spring into action against cancer!”

Fetch & Favor for a Fee
Place a sign-up sheet outside your office, the teacher’s lounge, or even your own kitchen. You might even ask business owners if they'd like you to run errands like fetching coffee or lunches, dry cleaning, supplies, etc.  Create a price list to match the errand and let them know their dollars go towards a CURE.
Wear it Day
Pick a day for team members to wear last year's T-shirt and solicit donations from co-workers, friends, relatives, doctors, dentists, hairdressers… anyone they see that day! You can even provide your team members with coin cans to carry throughout the day.
Do you scream for ice cream?
Thank you to Sandy, from the Windham Relay in Vermont, for sharing this yummy FUNdraising idea. With the weather getting warmer and summer right around the corner, host an ice cream social! Charge a participation fee. Provide different flavors of ice cream, various toppings, whipped cream, and cherries. Host it in your office and invite neighboring businesses to participate. Ice cream break anyone? This one is sure to be a winner!
Win a day off!
Have your boss establish a workplace fundraising goal. If the goal is met, hold a drawing awarding the winning employee a day off. Try to convince your employer to match all of the donations received.
Balloon Pop
Team members collect prizes as well as donate their own goods or services as prizes. Before filling each balloon, put a note inside. Some notes will be blank while others will name the prize. People receive a balloon for a suggested donation, then pop it to find out if they have won anything. What a great onsite FUNdraising idea!
Matching Gifts
Make your donations go farther! Many companies will match charitable gifts made by their employees. Check with your company’s personnel department to find out if they have a matching gift program, then ask for matching gift forms for all of your team members. Review the requirements of your matching gift program carefully – each program has its own policies.
Use Your Head To Fight Cancer!
Hats On day! TGIF takes on a new meaning when you ask your company, school, or organization to allow people to wear hats to work in exchange for a Relay donation. Work with your management or school leadership to schedule a day in advance and make sure to publicize the day and send email reminders. Provide stickers to people who donate so they can be recognized as a donor.  An alternative to 'Hats On Day' is 'Dress Down Day.' You could call it  “Denim for Dollars” or any other clever name you come up with.

Parking Space Auction!
This fundraiser is perfect for high school students: Auction off the principal's parking spot for a day or two - with the principal's permission, of course. If you work in an office, auction off the prime parking spot. The high bidder could win, or the names of everyone who donated to Relay could be put in a hat for a drawing.

Gym Open House
Ask a local fitness center to sponsor your Relay team by offering an open house where people could attend  a variety of toning and aerobic classes - but only if they donated to Relay. You could have a suggested donation amount, or just let people donate whatever they wish. This event also provides a great opportunity to educate people about the link between cancer and extra weight and lack of exercise. Consider adding a silent auction and free babysitting. And, don't forget to have someone collecting Relay donations as people arrive or depart. Have Relay information on hand, too.

30x30x30 Campaign
Try to get 30 people to donate $30 each on the 30th of the month. That’s $900 in one day!  This can be done individually or as a team. If you have 15 members on your team, ask each member to ask 2 people for $30.  Perhaps the next month, you can do 20 x 20 x 20.  Imagine the possibilities if all your team members participated in this campaign.

Go Green and Raise Green
Done with that water bottle? Rinse it out, apply one of these labels and, voila, you have the perfect vessel for collecting dimes (or dollars). One 16 oz. bottle filled with dimes yields about $90 for your team.

Sport a Company Logo!
Tell companies that you will walk around wearing their hat or t-shirt for half an hour for a $25 dollar donation to Relay.

Party Zoot Suit Style
Swing music is in.  Hold a swing dance party and give awards for the best zoot suit there. Charge admission! Get the hall donated or use a team member’s home.

Afternoon Munchies that Fight Cancer!
Does your office have vending machines in the break room or kitchen?  Coordinate with the vendor to add 50 cents to the cost of a snack or soda prior to Relay, with the extra money going to your team total.  Make sure to get your boss involved, and let people know where the extra money is going.

Spring Clean-Up
With spring finally here, it's time to clean house! Organize a yard sale. Work together as a team, or have one individually. Consider asking your neighbors to donate items for sale. Make sure to promote it well, with posters or even an ad in the local paper. When sales slow down, charge a flat fee for shoppers to fill a grocery bag with yard sale treasures. If you tell shoppers what their purchases support, they'll probably be willing to pay more!

Fundraise at Relay
Ann Marie Caprio, who owns a fitness center for women in Pelham, NH, will teach a Zumba class at her Relay for $1 per person as a team fundraiser. She's also offering 6 weeks of free Zumba classes in her team's fitness basket raffle. "We hope through exercise and eating right we can continue to fight this disease," she says.

Game Night
Choose a game that your group of friends likes to play such as bunko, dominos, or trivia, and invite everyone over for a night of fun. You can ask for a flat donation for the entire evening, or for games like cards or dominos, players can chip in $1 for every hand or round.

Flicks and Friends
Host a movie night and watch films with ‘walk’ in the title (Walk the Line, Twin Peaks: Fire Walk with Me, The Long Walk Home, A Walk to Remember, etc.). Invite friends and ask for a $10 viewing fee. Have the popcorn popping and make your preview of coming attractions this Relay For Life

Friday Fun Day!
Work for a large company or have a company team? Ask management if you can host a FRIDAY FUN DAY! Ask employees to participate by charging $5.00 to wear flip-flops, slippers, silly hats, or denim jeans! Have a pot-luck lunch or ask management if they'd be willing to provide lunch for all participants who show their support for the fight against cancer!


Restaurant to the Rescue
Ask a local restaurant or cafe to contribute a portion of their proceeds for a day. It could be for a certain menu item or ask the owner if a special Relay item can be added to the daily specials. Create a sign letting patrons know if they purchase this special, the owner will donate half the money to the American Cancer Society Relay For Life.

For the 4th
Happy 4th of July!  Do you have plans to attend your neighborhood or town's 4th of July festivities?  It might not be too late to get involved and do some fundraising!  Offering facepainting for a donation is always a hit - especially if you have practiced up on your fireworks, red, white, and blue stars, and patriotic flags!  Baked goods and bottled water always go over well, too. As it starts to get dark, why not sell purple glow sticks or other glow items, such as bracelets, necklaces. There are an endless number of options!  Check with your town to see if you can sell the always popular sparklers, too!

At the office
Here are two great ideas from Nichole Bilodeau of team "Rosalie's Regulators" of the Relay for Life of Greater Augusta, Maine.  They sold snack sacks at work containing an assortment of mostly healthy snacks: water, fruit (banana, apple, orange), crackers, popcorn, granola bars, brownies, hot balls, mini chocolate bars, etc.  They rolled down the top of white paper lunch bags, put craft grass in the bottom, and filled the bag with donated goodies (approximately 6 things per bag - each with a water and piece of fruit) and sold them for $4 each. They sold out!  Plus many paid with $5 bills and donated their $1 change to the fundraiser.
They also made flower arrangements using inexpensive clay pots and inexpensive six-inch flowers (assortment of colors), hot glued a gift card from a local business (valued at $5 to $10) in the middle of each of flowers, and sold tickets for $2 each or three tickets for $5. Drawings determined the winner of each arrangement. Prizes include gas, breakfast, lunch, dessert, etc) Nichole says it was a big hit and surprisingly a big money maker. Thanks for the great ideas, Nichole!

Around town
Who doesn't love a sidewalk sale in the summer?  Does your town already have plans for a sidewalk sale?  If so, talk to the businesses and see if they will place Relay For Life coin cans at all their tables and registers.  Nothing planned for your town?  Help organize one!  Even with extra tourists and visitors coming to town in the summer, business can sometimes be slow. Sidewalk Sales are a great way to attract customers back to Main Street!  No Main Street businesses?  No sweat!  You can still organize a sidewalk sale of local crafters or vendors and open it up to people in your community to bring their "treasures" to sell to others.  You can either collect a table fee from everyone who wants to participate or ask that all proceeds come back to your Relay team! Work with your local American Cancer Society office to borrow a Relay For Life banner and get some other materials to have on hand.




In your neighborhood
Are you an animal lover?  Have neighbors with pets?  Why not start up your very own pet service for the summer?  Pet-sitting while people are away on vacation and dog-walking during the work day or weekends can be big business and mean big dollars for your Relay For Life team!  Make up flyers and post them around your neighborhood or mail them to your neighbors and get out door to door to introduce yourself and let your neighbors know what you are doing! Not really a pet person?  You can offer lawn mowing, pool cleaning, weeding, window washing - pretty much any service - in exchange for donations!
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