
Relay For Life Fundraising Games 
 
 
 

Due to clarifications recently announced by the California Attorney General, ACS Income 
Development Policy & Procedure does not permit the use at Relay For Life events of casino-
style games—or any other game where the outcome is determined by chance (rather than by 
skill).  These “chance-based” or “casino-style games” includes poker or Pai Gow, or any other 
game played with cards, tiles, or any other gambling device.  In the past, we were able to utilize 
“chance-based” (including “casino-style games”) at Relay For Life events and RFL Team 
Activities because the applicable law was ambiguous and a fair interpretation in our view 
permitted such use.  Now, however, that the government has explicitly made these types of 
games illegal, we have no alternative (as stewards of the good name, reputation, and other 
resources of the American Cancer Society) but to fully abide by the law.  As noted below, 
however, card games at RFL Team Activities held in a private home are permitted so long as the 
procedure described below is followed. 
 
Also, games that require some amount of skill in order to win are permitted at Relay For Life 
events (and at RFL Team Activities).  These “skill-based” games include the following (as these 
games are commonly referred to; however, what should determine whether the game is 
permissible is not the name of the game, but rather, whether it is in fact “skill-based”): 
 
Malpractice:  Use an “Operation” game to allow players to try to save the patient.   
 
Micro-Reality Race Track:  Drivers steer remote control style car around marked track. 
 
Board Games:  Wheel of Fortune, Concentration, Jeopardy, Password, Truth or Consequences.  
These games can be a group competition or just 1-1. 
 
Video game’s (best at night) 
 
Ring Toss: Buy some plastic rings at a toy store and place some plastic soda bottles filled with 
water or you can have them unopened and drink them later.  Set them up in your "booth" and let 
the game begin.  
 
Go Fish: You can buy a toy fishing set or make your own with a stick and some string. Tie a 
magnet to the string, make paper fish out of construction paper and clip a paper clip on the end. 
Using color-coded fish the player wins the prize that corresponds with the color of fish they 
caught. 
            
Ball Throw: Use a TV tray or some other small surface to make a small pyramid out of 
aluminum cans, for older kids you can use something a little heavier. Use a lightweight ball to 
have the players knock the cans off of the surface. 
   
Bean Bag Toss: Use a piece of cardboard and cut holes large enough for a beanbag to go 
through.  You can draw a funny face and use the mouth as a hole or have several holes on the 
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board. The object of the game is to get the beanbag through the hole. You can use a chair or 
stepladder to support the cardboard. 
 
Pick a Pop: Get a half of a Styrofoam sphere and a bag of lollipops. Color with a marker a few 
of the bottoms of the lollipops. Stick the lollipops into the sphere so you can’t see the colored 
marking, the guests pick a pop and if it has a color they win a special prize if it’s just plain they 
win the lollipop. 
 
Cover The Spot:  Player tries to cover a spot on a board by using 5 discs of small size. 
 
Water Bowl:  Player tosses a ping pong ball from a distance of 5 feet into a bowl. 
 
Bushel Basket:  Object is to toss two softballs from a distance of six feet into a basket fixed at 
an angle.  Winner must get both balls in the basket. 
 
Lollipop Tree:  Object is to throw a ring over a lollipop from a distance of 3-6 feet.  All 
participants get a lollipop.  Winner gets a prize. 
 
Milk Rack:  Player must knock down three bottles. 
 
Basketball:  Object is to toss a ball into a hoop that is smaller than 18inches (inside diameter 
goal used in regulation basketball) 
 
Golf:  Object is to putt a golf ball across a green into a cup.  Winner must get three golf balls in 3 
different cups. 
 
CARD GAMES AT RFL TEAM ACTIVITIES AT A PRIVATE HOME/RESIDENCE: 
Despite the above limitations, California law does permit card games (which are a “chance-
based”) at RFL Team Activities taking place at a private home or residence so long as no person 
or entity (including ACS) receives any money or other payment for operating the game and each 
player agrees prior to participating that all wagers and winnings shall, at the conclusion of the 
game, be donated to ACS.  No other use of cards is permitted at any RFL event or at any RFL 
Team Activity. 
 
BINGO AT RFL EVENTS AND RFL TEAM ACTIVITIES:  California law does permit 
bingo games at RFL events and at RFL Team Activities provided there is first obtained a permit 
from the city where the event or activity is to take place. 
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