
Sample Fundraising Letter –  
 
Kelly Anderson 
2108 Pinecreek Ct. 
Wasco, CA 93280 
 
January 17, 2006 
 
Dear (donor name), 
 
On the day that I graduated college, my grandmother 
received a troubling phone call.  It wasn’t until after the 
graduation celebration that she sat us down and told us, “I 
have been diagnosed with breast cancer.”  At age 83, I thought that she was far beyond the window time 
in her life for breast cancer.  Turns out, she wasn’t and she immediately had a double mastectomy. 
 
Six years later, and coincidentally, the same day that I finished Graduate school, Grandma called and 
said that she was celebrating her 5-year anniversary of being cancer-free. 
 
My grandmother, now age 90, is the reason that I Relay. 
 
The first thing Grandma did when she was diagnosed was to call 1.800.ACS.2345.  She sat with my aunt, 
who was arguably more nervous than Grandma, and talked with a health professional about what to 
expect from her treatment plan and different ways that she could be more comfortable after her 
operation.  The American Cancer Society also sent her some additional information, including 
questions to ask her doctor so that she’d remember at her next appointment. 
 
A few years ago, I was talking to a high school friend and she asked me to be part of her Relay For Life 
team.   Relay For Life is a fun-filled overnight event designed to celebrate survivorship and raise money 
for research and programs of your American Cancer Society. During the event, teams of people gather 
and take turns walking laps for a 24-hour period. Each team tries to keep at least one team member on 
the track at all times.   
 
Relay For Life represents the hope that those lost to cancer will never be forgotten, that those who face 
cancer will be supported, and that one day, cancer will be eliminated. 
 
At my first Relay, I had no idea what to expect.  The place was packed but a soothing calm seemed to 
percolate from everyone.  We were all there for the same reason:  We all are hoping for a cure. 
 
My team is now raising money for the 2006 event to be held on April 29 & 30, 2006 at Wasco High 
School.  We have a team goal of $5,000 and are already well on our way to meeting it.  People like you 
help us to achieve our goal, which in turn, helps to fund valuable programs that people, like my 
grandmother, are able to use when they are battling this horrible disease.  
 
I invite you to join me in making a donation to the American Cancer Society through the 2006 
Wasco Relay For Life. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. I will follow up with you in the next few weeks to answer any 
questions you may have. 
 
With hope and love, 
 
Kelly Anderson 
(661) 555-1212 

There is no finish line until there is a cure!kanderson@bak.com 


