




If there ever was a moment for decisive action in the global cancer fight,  
it is now. Today we are faced with both greater opportunity – and greater need 
– for swift, lifesaving action in this fight than ever before. If we intervene with 
proven methods, we can help stem the tide of disease that is coming not just  
from cancer, but from all chronic illness worldwide in the next century.

We know more than ever before about cancer and other noncommunicable  
diseases (NCDs) – such as heart disease, diabetes, and chronic respiratory  
diseases. We know what to do to ease the NCD epidemic, which killed 36 million 
people in 2008. We simply must act.

The American Cancer Society is acting, transforming itself to lead the global  
fight against cancer because we are uniquely positioned to do so. Cancer is  
a relentless enemy – but we are just as relentless in our pursuit of more birthdays,  
at home and around the world. We’ve come through a transformative year as  
an organization, as we’re working to make the American Cancer Society more  
innovative, effective, and efficient – so we can save more lives faster. Even  
though the nation as a whole continues to struggle with economic times,  
we will not wait.

With nearly a century of experience and more than three million volunteers  
worldwide, the American Cancer Society has an incredible capacity to deliver  
lifesaving results in the global cancer fight. We’re making great progress in our 
own country, doing much to help people stay well and get well, to find cures,  
and to fight back to end this disease. We’re already saving more than 350 lives 
each and every day from cancer in the United States – but there is much more to 
do worldwide. We believe together, we can save 1,000 lives per day from cancer 
in the United States and thousands more every day worldwide.

Thank you for helping us accomplish the successes outlined in these pages –  
and for the successes that will fill them in the years to come. Together, we are a  
relentless force fighting this disease. And together, we will win. 

“ Knowing is not enough; we must apply. 
Willing is not enough; we must do.” 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Cynthia M. LeBlanc, EdD 
Chair, National Board of Directors

John R. Seffrin, PhD 
Chief Executive Officer

W. Phil Evans, MD, FACR 
President



The year 2011 brought new opportunities in the 
global cancer fight that once we could only dream 
of. Never before has cancer been positioned as the 
clear global health priority it should and must be if 
we are to bring this disease under control earlier in 
this century.

The American Cancer Society is committed to making 
that goal a reality. Although we have been making 
progress in our own country, already saving more 
than 350 lives every day, around the world the can-
cer fight tells a different story. Chronic diseases like 
cancer caused an overwhelming 63 percent  
of global deaths in 2008. The Society is working 
relentlessly to turn the tide of this epidemic,  
transforming to lead this fight – and charting a path 
to a world with less cancer and more birthdays for 
people everywhere.

Leading the Global Cancer Fight
In September, leaders from around the globe  
convened at the United Nations in New York for a 
historic High-level Meeting on noncommunicable 

diseases (NCDs), a group that includes cancer,  
diabetes, heart disease, and chronic respiratory  
diseases.

The meeting was one the American Cancer Society 
has long advocated for and was a unique opportunity 
to put cancer on the global stage. Only one such 
gathering has ever focused on a health issue – that of 
HIV/AIDS – and that meeting was largely responsible 
for the significant global response to that epidemic.

The Society was a key player at this meeting, hosting 
several events along with our partners in the fight 
against NCDs to raise awareness of the issue and to 
push for a successful outcome from the meeting – 
putting cancer on the global health agrenda. John 
R. Seffrin, PhD, the Society’s chief executive officer, 
had a particularly high-profile role at the meeting as 
part of the official US delegation and as a speaker at 
numerous events, including a coveted speaking role 
at the High-level Meeting itself. At the meeting, the 
world’s leaders unanimously approved a Political  
Declaration that provides a road map for global  
action to fight NCDs.

“If we do not act swiftly and urgently, we are  
facing a virtual tsunami of chronic disease in this  
century,” Seffrin says. “With the results of this High-
level Meeting, we now have something that – if 
implemented – can help reduce human suffering and 
save so many lives.”

The Society and its volunteers worked tirelessly in  
the months leading up to the meeting to ensure the  
declaration would emphasize the vital need to battle  
cancer and tobacco worldwide. In June, the Society  
convened 80 global cancer “ambassadors,” volunteers 
who are helping tell the cancer story around the 
world and who successfully advocated for powerful 
outcomes at the High-level Meeting and beyond.

One of those ambassadors was five-time cancer 
survivor Leoni Margarida Simm. The president of a 
Brazilian breast cancer organization, Simm was one 
of several of the Society’s ambassadors to attend the 
High-level Meeting, and says her experience was a 
life-changing – and lifesaving – one. She used the 
skills she learned as an ambassador to give structure 
to her organization’s cancer advocacy work at home.

Relentlessly PuRsuing  
MoRe BiRthdays WoRldWide

NCDs caused 63% of worldwide deaths in 2008



“I’m here because I have a mission,” she says – a  
mission to battle the disease that has affected not 
only her own health, but also taken the lives of 
several family members. “The experience of being a 
(global cancer) ambassador inspired me, encouraged 
me, gave me a reason to live.”

While the High-level Meeting was a critical step  
for world leaders in finally acknowledging the  
magnitude and urgency of the NCD burden, the 
Society sees its work as truly just beginning.

“It is where we go from here that matters,”  
Seffrin says. “We must follow up the lifesaving 
promises made at this meeting with actions around 
the globe.”

Building a Better Platform
With NCDs now firmly on the world’s health agenda, 
the American Cancer Society is seizing this unique 
opportunity, working to lead the global fight against 
cancer – making it imperative the organization is able 
to deliver on its mission faster and better. This year 
the Society built on work begun in 2010 to transform 

the organization, exploring ways to build the best 
platform and make ourselves more efficient and  
effective – so we can save more lives.

To that end, we began to change how we work  
with external partners, working in new ways,  
with new people, and across new boundaries. We 
convened more than 200 corporate partners and 
CEOs to discuss the future of wellness in the work-
place at our second Corporate Impact Conference. 
We are also exploring new ways of connecting with this 
group through our expanding CEOs Against  
Cancer® program, which is now available to help  
approximately 15 million people lead healthier lives.

Throughout 2011, the Society chose to be bold,  
seizing the initiative to build a better lifesaving  
machine, even while the country continued to struggle 
with challenging economic times. We’re looking at all 
aspects of our business, considering everything from 
how to capitalize on the greatest opportunities in 
cancer research and where we can have the greatest 
impact globally to how to be a model of transparency 

in the nonprofit sector and an innovation leader in 
the cancer fight. We are also examining new ways to 
make our organization best-in-class, streamlining our 
governance model and creating more interdependent 
working relationships across our enterprise.

Part of that work involves honing in on mission areas 
where we can have the greatest impact – like with  
populations that are disproportionally affected by 
cancer. This year the Society launched a ground-
breaking pilot project across the Southeast United 
States that will help more communities access breast, 
cervical, and colon cancer screenings, and we  
announced a collaboration with the Walmart  
Foundation to help reduce disparities in underserved 
communities.

“We are now up to bat,” Seffrin says. “The stars are  
truly aligned. We have an opportunity today to tackle 
the greatest public health challenge of this century – 
and the American Cancer Society is working to lead 
the way.”

cancer causes more economic harm than TB, malaria, and HIV/aids combined deaths
“ We have an opportunity today to tackle the greatest public health challenge of  
this century – and the American Cancer Society is working to lead the way.”



STAY WELL
A substantial number of cancers could 

be prevented with everyday lifestyle 
choices like not smoking, maintaining  

a healthy weight by eating right  
and staying active, and getting the  

right cancer screening tests.  
The American Cancer Society  

helps people everywhere put their  
health first to help prevent the  

disease or find it early, with  
the resources and support  

to make it possible.

120,000 women have joined the choose you movement

•  Encouraging Women to Choose  
Themselves: Because one in three women 
will get cancer in her lifetime, the Society 
in 2010 launched the Choose You® move-
ment to encourage women to choose their 
health first to help prevent the disease and 
change the odds. Building on efforts begun 
last year, in 2011 the Society partnered 
with two-time Academy Award-winning 
actress Hilary Swank, who executive-
produced a documentary film sharing the 
stories of women transforming their lives 
through the Choose You movement.  
The film was previewed at a special “blue  
carpet” event in New York, with  
Hilary Swank and a host of celebrity and 
VIP guests. The Society also celebrated 
Choose You Day in May, a national day of 
celebration in support of women’s cancer 
prevention, which involved more than 
100 companies nationwide and garnered 
significant media attention. More than 
120,000 women have joined the Choose 
You movement to date.

•  Reaching Diverse Audiences:  
The Society has long placed an emphasis 
on cancer disparities, and 2011 was no 
exception. In addition to the groundbreak-
ing navigation project launched across the 
Southeastern US this year and the new 
$2 million collaboration with the Walmart 
Foundation mentioned in the opening  
pages, the organization also reached 
diverse audiences at the annual Essence 
Music Festival in New Orleans, the  
nation’s largest African American event. 
The Society’s presence at the festival 
featured special appearances by legendary 
R&B musicians Boyz II Men, who are also 
supporters of the Society’s movement for 
more birthdays. Festival attendees were 
also encouraged to make healthy choices 
to help prevent cancer.

•  Kicking the Habit: More than 339,000 
tobacco users have taken steps to stay well 
this year by enrolling in the American  
Cancer Society Quit For Life® Program, 
operated by Alere Wellbeing. The program 
has contracts with 622 employers and health 
plans and 25 states (plus Washington, D.C., 
and Guam).



Craig Duchossois
a Partnership for  

employee Wellness
For Duchossois Industries CEO  

Craig Duchossois, promoting employee 
health and wellness begins at the top.  

A longtime supporter of his company’s 
wellness program, he was intrigued when 
the American Cancer Society approached 

him in 2003 about a new initiative that 
could take that work to the next level. 
“CEOs Against Cancer fit right into the  

corporate wellness program we’ve  
had for many years,” he says. Through a  

successful smoking cessation program,  
lifesaving health reminders, and direct  

access for employees’ cancer-related  
questions and concerns, the Society has  
provided “outstanding resources” to his 

company. “I really look at it as a partnership 
that our company has been able to form 
with the Society,” he says. Craig has also 

recruited 15 CEOs to join the program over 
the years, stressing the responsibility of 

corporate leaders to “walk the talk”  
in promoting employee wellness.  

“It’s a win-win situation across the board,” 
he says. “There’s big payback.”



GET WELL
Cancer never sleeps – and neither  

does the American Cancer Society.  
We’re here whenever, wherever  

people need us with the information,  
day-to-day help, and support needed 

throughout a cancer experience, online, 
on the phone, and in your community.

•  A Home Away from Home: The 31st 
American Cancer Society Hope Lodge® 
location opened this year, making it easier 
for more people with cancer and their  
caregivers to find lodging when they have 
to travel for treatment – so they can focus 
on getting well, not on lodging costs. In 
2011, Hope Lodge facilities provided more 
than 250,000 nights of free lodging to 
nearly 40,000 patients and caregivers –  
saving them more than $23 million in 
lodging expenses. In June, the Hope Lodge 
Jerome L. Greene Family Center in New 
York City got a special makeover from 
“The Nate Berkus Show,” focusing on the 
facility’s main common area and patio.

•  Guiding the Way: As the largest  
oncology-focused patient service  
program of its kind, American Cancer 
Society patient navigators and volunteers 
helped guide people through every step  
of a cancer experience. In 2011, more  
than 60,000 patients and caregivers in  
New York and New Jersey relied on the 
program to help them through their  
diagnosis and treatment. 

•  Award-winning Information: The 
Society has long been a trusted source of 
cancer information, and in 2011 became 
the largest publisher of cancer books in the 
nation. Society books not only deliver high-
quality content – our books won 20 awards 
for both editorial and design excellence this 
year – but they’re also available when and 
where you need them, such as in new  
electronic editions. Books cover a wide  
variety of topics in both English and  
Spanish, from children’s books to books on 
caregiving and quitting tobacco. 

•  A New Way to Give and Get Support: 
Finding relevant peers, perspectives,  
and resources while facing cancer can  
be overwhelming. This year the Society 
helped launch WhatNext, the world’s first 
diagnostic social network that provides 
complex matching between and among 
those affected by cancer, connecting  
people with others based on specific  
cancer diagnosis, treatments, and other  
experiences. Developed with the  
participation of the American Cancer  
Society, WhatNext provides an organized 
way for cancer patients and caregivers to 
share insights about their cancer journey, 
ask and answer questions, and learn from 
and support each other in a public forum. 
Learn more at acs.whatnext.com.



Pei-Fang Fang
navigating through Cancer

A cancer diagnosis is life-changing news. 
But no one has to go through this  

journey alone thanks to the cancer  
information navigators at the American 
Cancer Society’s Patient Service Center.  

Pei-Fang Fang, one of the navigators on 
staff, feels it’s a true privilege to be able  

to help so many people. “I get up each 
morning knowing there are patients out 

there who have a question, a concern,  
a fear, and the health care system isn’t  

giving them the answers they need.  
But I can help them, and that is what  

motivates me each and every day,” she 
says. The navigators answer incoming 

phone calls and make calls to patients who 
have reached out to our toll-free number  

looking for information. “Patient  
navigators provide information, education 

and resources, but the most important 
thing we give is hope. We hold their  

hands through the phone and give them  
a hug. We see where they want to go  

and help them get there,” she says.  



FinD CurES
We know more today about how to 

prevent, detect, and treat cancer than 
at any other point in history, thanks in 
part to the American Cancer Society’s 

65 years of work finding answers about 
this disease. As the largest private,  

not-for-profit funder of cancer research 
in the nation, the Society is leading the 

way in the fight to find cures that will 
help save more lives faster.

US cancer deaths avoided 
in the past two decades:

•  Award-winning Researchers:  
The American Cancer Society has  
funded more Nobel Prize winners early 
in their careers than any other nonprofit 
organization. This year, two Society- 
funded researchers earned science’s top 
honor – Bruce A. Beutler, MD, and Ralph 
M. Steinman, MD, – bringing the total over 
time to 46 Nobel laureates. To continue  
our progress, this year the Society awarded 
240 new research grants and 60 health 
professional training grants, investing a 
total of more than $105 million. The  
Society’s investment in the research of 
the 297 grantees whose projects ended in 
2010 resulted in the publication of 1,360 
peer-reviewed journal articles and six  
books or book chapters, and generated  
27 new or pending patents.

•  Understanding Cancer through CPS-3: 
The number of participants in our latest 
long-term research study – Cancer Preven-
tion Study-3 – continues to grow, this year 
totaling more than 106,000 individuals. 
We continue to recruit more participants to 
help us better understand the causes  
of cancer. In 2011, recruitment efforts 
included participation from notable people, 
such as former National Football League 
linebacker Chris Draft. Society researchers 
are already planning the first studies with 
CPS-3 data. Learn more about this historic 
opportunity to get involved in the cancer 
fight at cancer.org/cps3.

•  Research to Reduce Cancer Disparities: 
During the past 10 years, the Society has 
targeted a portion of its research into poor 
and medically underserved populations. 
During that time, the program awarded 
133 grants worth more than $113.5 million 
total. The results of this work are featured 
in a new book, Cancer Disparities: Causes 
and Evidence-Based Solutions. The book is 
the first to focus on proven solutions and 
strategies – not just the evidence of cancer 
disparities. The Society’s investment in this 
area proves reducing cancer disparities is 
possible with the right interventions.

•  Essential Journals for Health Care  
Professionals: The Society publishes a 
variety of information sources for health 
care professionals, including three peer-
reviewed clinical journals that offer the 
latest cancer research findings: Cancer, 
Cancer Cytopathology, and CA: A Cancer 
Journal for Clinicians. This year the Society 
produced a mobile app for iPad, iPhone, 
Droid, and Blackberry users that combines 
the best content of all three journals for 
lifesaving information on the go.



Dr. Olufunmilayo 
Olopade

Researching for health  
equity Worldwide

Olufunmilayo Olopade, MBBS, FACP,  
University of Chicago associate dean of 

global health, is helping eliminate health 
inequities worldwide. “We live in a global 

village, and the looming epidemic of  
cancer and other noncommunicable diseases 

in developing countries means those of us 
who are in a position to act cannot watch 
idly on the sidelines,” she says. Renowned 

for her pioneering research in cancer  
genetics, Dr. Olopade says American Cancer 

Society funding early in her career had a 
“huge impact.” Today the Society is proud 

to support her research on preventing 
breast cancer in women of African  

ancestry, who are often at a higher risk 
of an aggressive form of the disease at a 

younger age. “We want to train more  
African scientists to perform research to 

find solutions to health problems  
within their communities,” she says.  

“Innovative research from Africa has the 
potential to have a global impact.”



FiGhT bACk
With empowering events in  

your community and by connecting 
people – alongside our partner  
advocacy organization – to the  

fight to make cancer a legislative  
priority, the American Cancer Society 

enables people everywhere to  
make a world with less cancer  
and more birthdays a reality. 

PERCENTAGE OF US POPULATION NOW COVERED BY
SMOKE-FREE LAWS:

•  ACS CAN Celebrates 10 Years with  
Action: In September, the American  
Cancer Society Cancer Action NetworkSM 
(ACS CAN) celebrated its 10th birthday 
with a nationwide campaign to double 
ACS CAN membership, double funding for 
cancer research, and double the hope of 
beating cancer. The Society’s partner  
advocacy organization has much to  
celebrate in its decade of work fighting the 
disease – from boosting research funding 
and working for strong tobacco control 
policies to expanding access to care. Learn 
more at acscan.org/celebrate. 

•  Relay For Life® Reaches New Heights: 
The American Cancer Society Relay For 
Life, the world’s largest movement to end 
cancer, literally reached a new high in 2011 
as Society volunteer Dr. Richard Deming 
led a team of 14 Iowa cancer survivors on a 
journey to Mt. Everest’s South Base Camp 
to demonstrate the adversity that cancer 
survivors face – and how they can conquer 
it. The Society was proud to be the leading 
sponsor of this group’s trip, as they held 
what is believed to be the highest-ever 
Relay event on Mt. Everest. 

•  Fighting to Make Cancer a Priority:  
As the nation’s continuing economic  
difficulties focused lawmakers at all levels 
of government on spending cuts, ACS CAN 
led vigorous efforts to advance and defend 
cancer-fighting policies and programs.  
Key victories to celebrate in 2011 included  
1 million young adults gaining health  
insurance, thanks to the Affordable Care 
Act, legislation which ACS CAN and the 
Society supported, as well as $1.3 billion 
in grants awarded through the Prevention 
and Public Health Fund, also created by 
the Affordable Care Act to help prevent, 
detect, and manage chronic illnesses.

•  Empowering Communities to  
Fight Back: American Cancer Society  
community events – whether you’re on 
a Relay or Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer team or participating in an  
endurance event with the DetermiNation® 
program – offer millions of people  
nationwide the chance to help save lives 
from cancer. In 2011, more than 3.5  
million Relay participants raised more 
than $400 million at more than 5,000 US 
events; DetermiNation athletes raised $5.9 
million for the rapidly growing program; 
and Making Strides walkers raised more 
than $60 million at nearly 270 events 
nationwide.



neva Weber
Fighting Breast Cancer is  

a Family affair
For busy wife and mom Neva Weber,  

family comes first. But raising funds for the 
American Cancer Society – whose research 

investment led to the development of 
treatment she’s benefited from in her fight 

against breast cancer – is also a priority. 
As a top fundraiser for her local Making 

Strides Against Breast Cancer® event,  
she has found a way to incorporate both 

priorities. “I don’t want anyone else to 
have to hear they have breast cancer,  

including my children,” she says. “That’s 
why I pour myself into supporting Making 
Strides.” Neva’s fighting spirit clearly runs 

in the family – at age 9, her son Jacob is 
the youngest top fundraiser in the country. 

Of the $2,500 he raised last year, $1,000 
came from a penny drive at his elementary 

school. Proud mom Neva explains, “He’s 
very determined, just like me, and kept 

raising his goal.”
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$468,000,000
IN MULTI-YEAR RESEARCH GRANTS AT WORK NATIONWIDE 
IN INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS UMDNJ, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY, 
ROSWELL PARK CANCER CENTER, MOUNT SINAI SCHOOL OF 
MEDICINE, MEMORIAL SLOAN KETTERING CANCER CENTER, 
FOX CHASE CANCER CENTER, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, AND MANY MORE. 

33 COLLEGES IN NEW YORK STATE WENT COMPLETELY 
SMOKEFREE, AND 45 COLLEGES ARE CURRENTLY ENGAGED
IN A FORMAL PROCESS TO STRENGTHEN POLICIES.

The American Cancer Society is helping 
create a world with less cancer and more 
birthdays by helping people stay well, 
helping people get well, by finding cures, 
and by fighting back. 

10,500

1 in 2

VOLUNTEERS ENROLLED 
IN CANCER PREVENTION 
STUDY 3 –A RESEARCH 
PROJECT FOCUSED ON 
GENETIC, LIFESTYLE, 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
FACTORSTHAT INFLUENCE 
CANCER RISK (NY, NJ) 

WOMEN WITH 
BREAST CANCER 
NATIONWIDE 
RECEIVED 
NAVIGATION 
AND HELP 
FROM THE 
AMERICAN 
CANCER 
SOCIETY 

500
SCHOOLS IN NEW YORK 
AND NEW JERSEY ENGAGED 
IN COACHES VS. CANCER 

40,000 
GUESTS SERVED AT 31 HOPE 
LODGESTHROUGHOUT THE 
NATION, INCLUDING BUFFALO, 
MANHATTAN, AND ROCHESTER

753

200

60,000
11.7 million
CANCER SURVIVORS NATIONWIDE CAN NO LONGER BE 
DENIED COVERAGE OR DROPPED FROM INSURANCE 
COVERAGE BECAUSE OF A CANCER HISTORY DUE TO THE 
AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE AND PATIENT PROTECTION ACT.

277,000  
700 
DETERMINATION ATHLETES IN
NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 
RAISED AWARENESS AND 
FUNDS RUNNING MARATHONS, 
CLIMBING MOUNTAINS, AND 
CYCLING ACROSS BRIDGES.

GENERATED BY 
RELAY FOR LIFE 
VOLUNTEERS, 
INCLUDING 769 
RELAY ALL STARS 
WHO RAISED 
$2,500 OR 
MORE (NY, NJ) 

$23 
million

CEOS HAVE JOINED 
CEOS AGAINST 
CANCER—A 
WORKPLACE 
MOVEMENT
TO SUPPORT 
HEALTHY 
LIFESTYLES AND 
REDUCE CANCER 
RISKS (NY, NJ) 

MAKING STRIDES AGAINST 
BREAST CANCER WALKERS 
RAISED MORE THAN 
$18 MILLION TO END 
BREAST CANCER (NY, NJ) 

MEMBERS OF HOPECLUB OF CAPITAL REGION (FORMERLY GILDA’S CLUB) 
UP FROM 187 PATIENTS/CAREGIVERS SERVED IN 2010.

PATIENTS AND CAREGIVERS WERE SERVED (NY, NJ) 

NAVIGATORS WITHIN 93 HEALTH
CARE SYSTEMS TO GUIDE NEWLY 
DIAGNOSED PATIENTS (NY, NJ) 

The Year in 
Review
Your Support Makes  
a Difference
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It’s true—the American Cancer Society is uniquely positioned to harness the  
power of likeminded partners around the globe to save more lives. At the same 
time, the Society is making a powerful impact right here at home. 

The Eastern Division continues its push to expand our patient navigation initiative  
to bring compassionate and knowledgeable guidance to newly diagnosed patients 
and their caregivers during a critical time of need. This year, we assisted more  
than 60,000 individuals in New York and New Jersey with direct services such as 
lodging, transportation, and peer support, as well as connections to support groups 
and tangible resources in every community. Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Merck Foundation, we are fine-tuning our model of patient support with staff 
and volunteer teams delivering help within 93 leading health care systems. We no 
longer wait for patients or families to call us—though help is available 24/7 through 
800.227.2345 and cancer.org.  We are proactively reaching patients where they  
are, when they need us most. 

Prevention is powerful medicine, and the Eastern Division is active in workplaces and 
communities empowering people to reduce cancer risk. Our CEOs Against Cancer  
initiative brings together 44 top executives whose companies are headquartered in 
New York and New Jersey to take bold policy actions to prevent cancer and save 
more lives. In our hospitals and colleges, we are influencing and strengthening  
policies to eradicate tobacco use. In public parks and on New York City beaches, 
families now breathe smokefree air.  In our neighborhoods and workplaces, the 
American Cancer Society’s Cancer Prevention Study 3 is in full swing, with 10,000 
individuals from our two states enrolling in research to uncover more clues about  
genetic, environmental, and lifestyle factors that influence cancer risk. And what 
could be better than identifying causes and learning to avoid cancer entirely? 

The American Cancer Society continues to improve access to early detection and 
screening programs that play a key role in saving lives here at home. Throughout  
the year, the Society partners with the New York Cancer Services Program, the  
New Jersey Cancer Education and Early Detection Program, leading media outlets, 
and hospital systems to generate awareness and bring breast, cervical, and  
colorectal screenings to the uninsured.  

Because of your support, the American Cancer Society is the leading not-for-profit 
source of non-government cancer research and the only cancer organization with  
an active local presence throughout New York and New Jersey. Your generosity 
means we deliver on our mission here at home, but also share strategies with other  
nations. Thank you for your generous support. 

Arnold M. Baskies, MD Don Distasio 
President  Chief Executive Officer 



The American Cancer Society is a 
nonprofit voluntary health agency 
exempt from income tax under 
Section 501(c)3 of the US Internal 
Revenue Code. The American 
Cancer Society has been classified 
as an organization that is not a 
private foundation and has been 
designated as a publicly supported 
organization. The Eastern Division 
will be pleased to provide a copy 
of its complete audited reports 
upon request.

Your Dollars at Work  Eastern Division — Fiscal Year Ended 2011

Public Support and Other Revenue
PUBLIC SUPPORT 2011 2010
 Contributions $17,839,565 $19,777,354
 Special Events  54,723,913 53,300,031 
 Legacies and Bequests 8,542,231 10,952,879 

Total Public Support 81,105,709  84,030,264 

OTHER REVENUE
 Investment Income 4,891,031 3,352,482
 Grants from Government Agencies 4,452,189 3,165,194
 Grants from Affiliates 3,256,658 3,169,027
 Other 1,609,634 -223,447

Total Other Revenue 14,209,512  9,463,256

Total Public Support and Other Revenue $95,315,221 $93,493,520

Expenses and Support For National Activities 
PROGRAM SERVICES
 Prevention $9,142,060 $9,376,990
 Detection/Treatment 11,772,603 13,108,179
 Patient Support 26,096,114 24,516,151

Total Program Services  47,010,777 47,001,320

SUPPORTING SERVICES   
 Management and General  2,508,549  2,596,178
 Fundraising 17,061,052 16,434,598

Total Supporting Services  19,569,601 19,030,776

Public Support Allocable to National Activities 30,008,647  29,946,942

Total Expenses and Support for National Activities $96,589,025 $95,979,038

Net Change in Retirement Plan Liability $134,485 -$198,368 

Net Assets
Change In Net Assets  -1,408,789 -2,287,150

Net Assets, Beginning of Year 93,952,850 96,240,000

Beginning Net Assets Adjustment:  -808,927  —
Beginning of Year, as Adjusted:  93,143,923  —
Net Assets, End of Year $91,735,135 $93,952,850

2011 Financial Information

 Visit www.cancer.org for the Society’s Form 990s. 

 Support received from the public by the Division is shared  
 with the National Home Office to support programs that  
 are more effectively administered on a national basis.  
 The allocation to the National Home Office that supported  
 national programs during Fiscal Year 2011 was as follows:  
  32 percent to research, 48 percent to education and other  
 programs, and 20 percent to supporting services.



2011-12 Eastern Division Board of Directors 
President – Arnold M. Baskies, MD* 
President-Elect – Clare B. Bradley, MD, MPH*
First Vice President – Ivan C. Brown, CPA
Second Vice President – Aimee R. Belgard, Esq.
Chief Medical Officer – Maureen Killackey, MD
Immediate Past President – Herb Zaretsky, PhD*

Board Members
Board Members
Sandra Cassese, MSN, RN, CNS 
Barrie R. Cassileth, PhD
Joseph Conley 
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Joseph L. Dugan
Lina Fang
Randall S. Feingold, MD
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John J. Manna, Jr., Esq.
Sean-Reed McGee
Terri Merlino
Peter M. Meyer
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Alice Reichenberger, RN, OCN 
Jeanette Roed 
Marguerite K. Schlag, RN, MSN, EdD
Doreen Semel, MS
James L. Speyer, MD
Lawrence S. Sykoff, PhD 
Joseph J. Verga, CPA 
Henvai Wu, MD
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 Relay For Life 42%

 Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 30%  

 Galas 12%

 Golf Events 5%

 Daffodil Days 3% 

 Other Event Types 8%

 Contributions 19%

 Special Events 57%  

 Legacies and Benefits 9%

 Grants from Government Agencies, Affiliates & Other 15%

 Prevention 9%

 Detection/Treatment 12%

 Patient Services 27%

 Management and General 3%

 Fundraising 18%

 National Research, Education & Other Activities 31%

 

Mixture of Special Events
The chart below illustrates the composition of public support and other 
revenue. Public support comprises 85 percent of total revenues. 

Mixture of Public Support 
The chart below breaks out the Special Events portion of the Division’s 
revenues by event type for Fiscal Year 2011. 

Expenses
Charts illustrate your Eastern Division dollars at work in Fiscal Year 2011. 
Program expenditures in FY2011 were 79 percent of the total.

2011 Financial Information




