Carnival Game Ideas

Cola Ring Toss
2 liter bottles of cola and sodas - different flavors and colors (Donated from local grocery stores).
Rings to toss - rope rings or soft plastic diving rings seem to work best. 
Consolation prizes for players who do not win a soda.
How To Play:
Set up large grouping of sodas - 2 dozen or so - in the middle of the carnival booth.  Players are given three rings to try their hand "ringing" one of the sodas. If they ring a soda, they get to keep that two liter bottle soda as their carnival prize. If they loop more than one, they can choose which one they keep - but they can only keep ONE.  If players do not "ring" a bottle, they receive a consolation prize.

Note: this carnival booth sounds just a little boring to adults - but kids at our school love it!!  Be sure to test out this carnival game for difficulty - one year kids were winning sodas so easily that we had to go back to the store to purchase more! Also, don't forget to pick unusual flavors. Along with the standard "Cola" we choose Lemon/Lime, Root Beer, Strawberry, Ginger Ale etc. - the kids really get a kick out of winning a unique soda!    
Dinosaur Dig

Supplies for Carnival Games - Dinosaur Dig:
Egg filled with mini Dinosaurs (one for each player) - see info below to order 
Shallow container filled with Play Sand
Carnival Prizes – consolation and top prizes
How to Play:
Before the carnival, fill out small slips of paper with the prize numbers.  For example, if you ordered 72 bone candy packets and 48 dinosaur puzzles, you would have 72 pieces of paper with ”#1" and 48 pieces of paper with a "#2" on them.  Now remove the dinosaurs from some eggs (keep for next year) and replace with either slip of paper. Children dig in the sand a pick an egg.  If their egg contains a dinosaur they get to keep their egg and the dinosaur that comes inside. If their egg contains a slip of paper, they turn in their egg and the piece of paper for the prize for that number. 
Note: Be sure to keep the empty eggs and the dinos you removed for next year’s carnival!  Each child only wins one prize at this booth! Also, the eggs seal very well so have extra adults to open eggs for kids.  
Fishing Booth
Supplies for Carnival Games - Fishing Booth: 
1. Short Pole with about 1 yard of string attached to the pole with a    clothespin at the end to clip on the prize.
2.  A type of screen (blue sheet, wood frame etc) that children will toss their "hooks" over to "fish".  
3.  Carnival Prizes - consolation, and 2 -3 others.  Fish or ocean themed carnival prizes are most fun for this booth!

How to Play: 
Children choose a fishing pole and swing the "hook" over the screen.
Volunteers hidden behind the screen clip on a prize and then give the line a few tugs.
Children "reel in" their prize by pulling their line back over the screen.
Helpful Hint: Make sure their poles and lines are not too long - they only need to be 2 - 3 feet in length.  Practice with a few children of different ages to see what works best.  
Safety: This is a booth that young children enjoy as well - Use a special colored and labeled pole for the toddlers.  Be sure you have some prizes safe for the little folks - individually packaged fish crackers are perfect for toddlers! 
Sticky Darts

Supplies: 
Sticky Darts – (see a photo or order below). These cute little darts are sticky on the end and stick to just about anything!  They are reusable, but do become a little less sticky with each throw.  Count on using each dart about 20 - 25 times each. (Note: place a clean, plastic drop cloth if the darts should fall - to prevent them from becoming sandy or dirty - if they are dirty they lose their ability to stick!) 
Large Poster Board designed how you like – either as a large dart board, a themed design (for example. this spring it could be a large flower with the center as the bulls eye), or with pictures of your school teachers and staff (kids love that one!)An easel or a way to hang up the board – if inside – it can go against a wall.
Tape to mark a spot for different age children to stand to throw sticky darts
Prizes – consolation, Bulls Eye prize and others (depending how you designed your board) 

How to Play:
Children are given three sticky darts to throw at the board.   
If the child does not hit the target, they receive a consolation prize.  If they stick their dart other Bull’s Eye – they receive a top prize.  If they hit the board but not the Bulls Eye – they receive the middle prize. The most common prize will be the middle prize – be sure to have enough! 
Hint:  If you use school staff pictures – be sure to put your principal in the center at the Bulls Eye.   
Note: The sticky dart game is a great addition to any carnival!  It is one of the easiest and inexpensive to set up and great fun for kids to play.  If you are looking for a unique, new game idea - don't miss out on this one!  No real darts, please.
Penny Toss
Take a board and cover it with brightly colored wrapping paper. Then take metal cans and cover with different colored wrapping paper. Put masking tape on the bottom of each can and arrange them onto the cardboard. Put the board on a table and put a line of masking tape on the floor as a starting line (you can vary the distance of this line with regard to the age of the kids). Give each kid a few pennies and let them try throwing them into the cans. You can give out a prize to whoever gets their pennies into the cans. 
Knockdown
For this carnival game, put empty tin cans on a table in the form of a pyramid and let the kids throw beanbags or balls at them. If they knock down a certain amount, they get a prize. You can also have the kids use water guns to squirt water at the tin cans and knock them down. 

Feed the Lion
On a big cardboard box paint the face of a lion with a hole for his mouth. Designate a throwing line and let the kids toss beanbags into the lion's mouth. 

Elephant Ring Toss
Paint big ears and the shape of an elephant's face on a box. Then take an old vacuum hose and connect it to the box as the elephant's nose. Use thick metal wire to hold the hose up and let the kids try and throw rings onto the elephant's nose.

Basketball

You can use both the standard size basketball goal and kid-sized goals. Players get three tries to make a basket.   
Beanbag Throw

Make a target out of plywood or foamcore (available at art supply stores) for beanbags. Paint the board with a fun design and cut out holes large enough for the beanbags to go through. Each player gets to throw three beanbags at the target. It's helpful to have at least two sets of beanbags on hand so one helper can chase bags while the other helper works with the next person in line. 

Circus Beanbags: Use a circus-related picture as the target. Ideas are a clown or jester, circus elephant, or tiger. You could make the beanbags to look like juggling balls for an added effect. 

Ping Pong Ball Toss

Use goldfish bowls as the targets. Each player gets to throw three ping pong balls. You can color-code the bowls to prizes or use 1-3 balls in to determine the prize. It's helpful to have at least two sets of balls on hand so one helper can chase balls while the other helper works with the next person in line. 

Variations:
Floating Bowls: Use bowls on floating rings as the targets. These are available from carnival suppliers. A little petroleum jelly in the bowl makes the ball stay in easier.

Cupcake Pans: Use cupcake pans as the targets. Color the bottom of each pan to determine the prize.
DUNK TANK
Dunk tanks are fun (unless you're the one getting wet!) if your carnival is outdoors. "Reverse" dunk tanks are also available where the water pours down from above rather than the person dropping into the water. Check the Yellow Pages or the internet under Party Rentals
INFLATABLES

ART AND CRAFTS

Check out the Oriental Trading Company site.  They have many inexpensive craft ideas related to the carnival theme.

DUCK POND

Supplies for Carnival Games - Duck Pond: 
Wading pool with a few inches of water
Floating Ducks (with numbers 1, 2, or 3 on the bottom) Hint: If you have 2 dozen ducks – ten are marked with “1”, eight are marked with “2“ and six are marked with “3”     
Small, Medium and Large Carnival Prizes – one for each number
How to Play:
Children pick a duck and look for the number on the bottom.  
Children win the prize that corresponds to the number on the duck.
Hint – have the prizes displayed to show what prize is won with each number!   
Safety Note: This is another favorite booth for preschoolers.  Have some toys that are considered “safer” for young children such as mini beach balls, sand molds or even small packages of fish crackers that you can have on hand to pass to younger children. 
End of the Rainbow

Supplies for Carnival Games - End of the Rainbow:
Black Mini Pots (with the bottom of each weighted with clay).
Colorful sidewalk chalk with different colored markers to draw rainbow
Pennies for tossing
Grand prize, consolation prize and a medium prizes

How to Play: 
Children stand behind line and take 3 chances to throw pennies into the pots. You can make a few different lines for different age children to make this game fair to the little ones. Of course, you can set up your carnival game prizes how you wish - here is an example of how to set up the prizes for this game:
0 pennies in pot = consolation prize
1 - 2 pennies = a medium prize
3 pennies = the grand prize 
Face Painting
Supplies for Carnival Booth – Face Painting:
Face Paint (must be paint designed to apply to skin) and a variety of colors and brushes/sponges to apply paint 
AND/OR
Removable Tattoos and Baby Wipes (for applying removable tattoos)
Table 
Chairs for artists and for children to sit while getting their face decoration
An Example Board to show children the different designs they can choose for their face
Small hand mirror(s) for children to see their beautifully decorated carnival faces 

How to Set Up Face Painting Carnival Booth:
Before the carnival, make an Example Board to show the different designs available for the children. If you use face paint, choose simple designs like heart, rainbow, ladybug, flower, baseball, balloons, and a star just to name a few.  Carnival volunteers apply different designs to children’s faces – typically the charge for this is about 2 tickets or 50 cents. The face painting booth is great fun at a carnival and one that most children will enjoy – the decorated faces make for fantastic photos too – don’t forget, all volunteers will look great with a decorated face!
Lollipop Tree
Supplies for Carnival Games - Lollipop Tree:
Wooden 4x4 on a stand with predrilled holes to stick lollipop stick into or other lollipop tree designed to hold lollipops for children to pick
One lollipop for each carnival player
1 or 2 other top carnival prizes - typically a large colorful lollipop.
Permanent colored marker(s) to mark the bottom of the lollipop sticks  

How to Play:
Before the carnival, count the number of grand prizes. Mark the end of the stick of one lollipop for each grand prize.  Make sure the marked lollipops and evenly mixed in with the unmarked pops.  Place pops on the tree. (Top carnival prize winners should be about 10% - 20% of all players).
Each player chooses a lollipop from the lollipop tree. Every player gets to keep the lollipop they choose. But, if the lollipop has a colored mark on the end of the stick, then the player gets to keep the lollipop they picked and a top prize!
Note: At our last carnival, we had 48 stuffed animals as a top prize for our lollipop tree. Our carnival lasted 4 hours so we put 12 winning lollipops in the lollipop tree per hour - just to make sure our top prizes did not disappear before the end of the carnival.  
Safety Note: This booth is popular for small children - you may wish to have individual bags of animal crackers on hand.  If a toddler wins, let the parents decide if the little one receives the top prize or a bag of animal crackers (in addition to the lollipop they choose from the tree).  
Leap Frog
Supplies for Carnival Games - Leap Frog:
1 large blue sheet or material 
Bean Bag Frogs
5 Small Pails weighted with sand or pebbles 
5 green poster board Lilly pads and one Green Alligator head (or medium sized stuffed alligator)
Several different carnival prizes including the consolation prize - depending upon how you decide the caranival game should be played.

How to Play:
Before the carnival, set up a "pond" with several fake lilly pads and a pretend alligator. Players are given 3 bean bag frogs to try to land on as many "Lilly pads" as possible.  Every time a frog lands on a Lilly pad it counts as a point.  Every time a frog lands on the alligator it subtracts a point.  Children get a carnival prize based on how many total points they have after all their bean bag frogs have "leaped."
Note: One church in our neighborhood uses some handmade "frog launchers" that children hit with a light-weight mallet to make the frogs leap through the air to try to land on a lilly pad. Have a handy wood worker help with a design but always design with the safety of children first - no heavy mallets or something that could be hit with such force the flying frog could hurt a young child.
Rocket Blast
Supplies for Carnival Games - Rocket Blast:
Large Hula Hoop or Several Hula Hoops with light weight netting attached to one side. 
A way to hang the hoop - so it does not spin around.
Large Foam Finger Rockets (see below)
Four carnival prizes - consolation and low, medium and high prize.

How to Play:
Players are given 3 Foam Rockets to try to shoot into the Hula Hoop.
0 rockets in the hoop = a consolation prize
1 rocket in the hoop = a medium priced prize
2 rockets in the hoop = a different medium priced prize
3 rockets in the hoop = a grand prize
Sand Art
Supplies: 
Colorful Sand designed for kids arts and crafts 
Shallow buckets or containers that will allow kids to hold their art piece over the container while they fill for the spilled sand to be caught
Plastic Spoons or scoopers for filling containers
Plastic Containers for kids to design their masterpieces   

How to Play:
Adults oversee this fun carnival booth and refill sand levels when needed.  Be sure to help younger children with sand art lids, but for the most part – the kids run the booth by themselves!
Balloon Stomp
Tuck a prize slip inside a small balloon and then inflate. You can write the name of the prize on the slip or just a number corresponding to a prize. Have lots of prize balloons ready, store in plastic bags. Player chooses a balloon and "stomps" it to pop it and see what their prize will be.

Football Toss

Make a target out of plywood or foamcore (available at art supply stores) for small footballs. Paint the board with a fun sports design and cut out holes large enough for the footballs to go through. Each player gets to throw three footballs at the target. 
Fortune Teller
You can ask principals or teachers to dress up as fortune tellers.  Both they and the kids should really enjoy the "game." You can give (donated) fortune cookies as a treat. 
FRISBEE Throw
Make a target out of plywood or foamcore (available at art supply stores) for Frisbees. Paint the board with a fun design and cut out holes large enough for the Frisbees to go through. Each player gets to throw three Frisbees at the target. It's helpful to have at least two sets of Frisbees on hand so one helper can chase Frisbees while the other helper works with the next person in line.
Funny Photos
Paint foam core or plywood with funny bodies (circus performers, aliens, farmers, etc.) cut out holes for faces. Take Polaroid or digital pictures.
Guess How Many
Fill a large clear jar with jelly beans, buttons, or other small colorful objects. Players write their guess as to how many objects are in the jar on a slip of paper. At the end of the carnival or at a set time, announce the winner and award a large prize.

Hair SALON
The colored hair spray booth is always very busy at our carnival. The kids love to get streaks of purple, green, etc. Just be careful on very blond or colored hair, it may not wash out very well.

Karaoke
Use your own karaoke machine or rent a professional set up. Lots of fun for both kids and parents.

Lucky Key
Player selects a key from a large pile of keys and tries to unlock the "treasure" chest. Only a few keys will open the lock and get a prize.
Penny Pitch
Player throws a penny at targets on a floor or table. You can award tickets or prizes for landing on a target or on a specific spot on a target. Could use funny photos of the teachers as targets.
Pick My Pocket
Volunteers wear colorful aprons with lots of pockets and circulate throughout the carnival. Each pocket holds a different prize. Player gets to choose the pocket. 
Variations:
Grandma's Apron: Have the volunteers wear gray wigs (if needed!) and granny glasses
Pie Throwing

Try to find some good sports among your teachers or principals who will act as targets for shaving cream pies.  
Soccer Kick
Make a target out of plywood for soccer balls (or use a portable goal). Paint the board with a fun sports design and cut out holes large enough for the soccer ball to go through. Each player gets to kick three balls at the target.
Speed Pitch
Ask the local police department if they will bring their radar gun to carnival and set it up to measure the speed of a baseball throw.  Post the fastest pitches by grade on a dry-erase board. There are baseballs that will measure

the speed of a pitch, there is also a radar device that can attach to a baseball 
glove.

Sponge Toss
A volunteer stands behind a backboard with only their face showing through a hole. The player gets three tries to hit them in the face with a wet sponge. Put a plastic tarp in front of the backboard to keep the sponges clean. Provide goggles and maybe a poncho to your brave volunteer. You can even have two lines, one to throw sponges and one to be the target! With the current popularity of SpongeBob Squarepants, this could be a big hit.
Hoopla
Player throws a hoop to try and ring a prize and the Hoopla stand. A Hoopla stand is basically a box with a dowel sticking out of the top on which a prize is attached. The hoop must be completely around the prize and the stand to win. To make the game harder, use a smaller hoop. To make it easier, use a large hoop such as a hula hoop.
Stargazing

Find a volunteer with a telescope and knowledge of constellations to man this station. Obviously this won't until it's dark but after luminary ceremony this could be a big attraction.

Talent show
While a lot of work all on its own, a student talent show would be a fun addition to your carnival.

Tattoo Parlor
Temporary tattoos are inexpensive and quick to apply. You can set it up next to the face painting and hair spray for a whole "beauty parlor" effect.
CARNIVAL FOOD IDEAS

     Every carnival needs a good variety of treats.  Here is a list you might want to 
     choose from for an on-site fundraiser.
1. Cotton Candy

2. Pop corn

3. Funnel cakes

4. Corn dogs

5. Hot dogs

6. Kettle corn

7. Tacos

8. Candied/Caramel apples

9. Nachos

10. Hot Pretzels

11. Snow cones

12. Hamburgers

13. Soda

14. Peanuts

15. Pizza

16. Churros

