CAREGIVERS GO THROUGH THEIR OWN CANCER JOURNEY.  THEY ARE THERE TO LISTEN TO YOUR FEARS AND TO DRY OFF YOUR TEARS.  

IF YOUR BATTLE IS WON AND YOU HAVE BEATEN CANCER. THEY CELEBRATE WITH YOU ON EACH AND EVERY BIRTHDAY.

BUT IF YOUR BATTLE IS LOST, A CAREGIVER WILL NEVER FORGET YOU, THEY WILL NEVER LET YOUR MEMORY PASS, THEY WILL MISS AND STILL LOVE YOU ALWAYS.  

I WOULD LIKE TO READ TO YOU A POEM THAT REMEMBERS THOSE WE LOST TO CANCER.

WE MISSED YOU IN JANUARY AS THE NEW YEAR STARTED AND THE SNOW COVERED THE GROUND.

WE MISSED YOU IN FEBRUARY.  MANY AROUND US WERE CELEBRATING VALENTINE’S DAY WITH HEARTS, BUT OURS WAS BROKEN WITHOUT YOU.

WE MISSED YOU IN MARCH.  WE SAW SHAMROCKS AND LEPRECHAUNS AND REMEMBERED YOU WERE OUR POT OF GOLD.

WE MISSED YOU IN APRIL AS SPRING ARRIVES AND SNOWS RECEDED.

WE MISSED YOU IN MAY AS WE CELEBRATED MOTHER’S DAY AND AS FLOWERS BLOOMED.

WE MISSED YOU IN JUNE, AS SPRING BECAME SUMMER, FATHERS WERE CELEBRATED AND RELAY SEASON ARRIVED.

WE MISSED YOU IN JULY, THROUGH RED, WHITE AND BLUE, THROUGH COOKOUTS, FIREWORKS AND PARADES, ALL WE WANTED WAS TO HUG YOU.

WE MISSED YOU IN AUGUST WITH THE SUN SHINING AND THE WATER SPARKING BLUE.

WE MISSED YOU IN SEPTEMBER, AS CHILDREN BEGAN A SCHOOL YEAR ANEW

THEN CAME OCTOBER, WITH LEAVES FALLING AND JACK-O-LANTERNS ALL AROUND.  WE MISSED YOU THEN TOO.

TURKEYS IN NOVEMBER MADE US CRY AGAIN.  WE ARE SO THANKFUL TO HAVE KNOWN AND LOVED YOU FOR AS LONG AS WE HAD TOGETHER, BUT YOUR CHAIR AT OUR TABLE WILL BE EMPTY FOREVER MORE.

IN DECEMBER, HOLIDAY DECORATIONS WERE DISPLAYED AS THE YEAR WOUND DOWN.  I LOOKED FOR YOU EVERYWHERE BUT YOU WEREN’T TO BE FOUND.

AND SO ONE YEAR ENDS AND ANOTHER BEGINS ANEW.  IN OUR HEARTS YOU WILL REMAIN.
WE LOVED YOU ONCE, WE LOVE YOU STILL.  WE ALWAYS HAVE, WE ALWAYS WILL.
 
PAUSE

WE ALL HAVE ONE THING IN COMMON.  YOU ARE HERE BECAUSE YOU WANT TO FIGHT BACK AGAINST CANCER…
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PLAY SONG….MARTINA MCBRIDE SONG???
