19-Some Darn Good Ideas For Making Your Campsite the Best That It Can Be, and Team Names/ Campsite Themes!

The ideas in Yellow are the newest ones!!!!  (see the date after each idea for when it was added, if we kept track)
CAMPSITE IDEAS!

· Get your team theme identified at least 1 month in advance so your team members can plan for it!

· If you have a lot of kids, give them some key responsibilities to keep them involved (Costumes, decorations like pictures, etc.)

· Use an on-site fundraiser (bake sale, make your own t-shirts that you sell, etc.) to draw attention to your site.

· Have games for others to stop by and play, and to keep your folks entertained!

· Decorate your site with Balloons that say Relay For Life on them!

· Use the file “19-Team_Day_Of_Checklist_DGI.doc” as a reference on all the things to bring to make your night a success!

SOME IDEAS FOR CAMPSITE THEMES/ TEAM NAMES! (newest ideas are listed first!)

· The Wizard of Oz! – “hi, im a 15 year old girl from a high school in New York. I was the team captain for the Realy for Life held at a local high school. Our theme was the Wizard of Oz. We had everything from the yellow-brick road, to the witches legs out from underneath our tents. Our hard work payed off because we received the award for "Most Creative Team Theme". Hope our suggestion helped!” – Thanks to Krys23 for this suggestion!

· Shooting Out Cancer! – Use a western theme, have a canopy on your site and make it into a saloon. Put a fence on the front of your tent with some rocking chairs. Set it up so you can walk in through the swinging bar doors. Put a bar and 3 tables inside.  Put cancer info on the canopy walls.  (thanks to Angelamt for this idea – 6/29/04)

· Tigers on the Prowl for a Cure – “Our team is a bunch of our friends who are teens, that go to our middle school. We collect money through bake sales at school, and other things. Last year, we had tiger fabric over our tent, and we painted faces for a dollar. Our team colors for our school are purple and white...and our mascot is a tiger. Do you have any cute ideas for our campsite? Games? Anything you think would be cute. We are planning on purchasing a few stuffed tigers to set out by our tent.” – Thanks to Ash for the idea!

· Cancer Survivor- Kenyan Safari – Set up a Kenyan Safari at your campsite with the slogan “
Cancer Survivor it's not a game, it's life!” – Decorate with African Safari hats, camouflage, and fake pistols that shoot out flags –write “CURE CANCER!” on the flags.  Put some straw or something over your tent to make it look more “Grasslands” (Thanks to Zoomzoom, 5/04)

· SWAT - Students With A Target - Cancer! – Not sure how this team decorated/etc. but you could have big bullseye targets, bring a game of darts (with safe darts – say the kid safe ones you’re your Relay), bring a sack toss game where people toss the little sack onto a bullseye to win prizes (sunscreen, etc.).  You could do a lot with this idea!  (thanks to Kandy for finding this idea!  If you team did this and you’d like to share the specifics of how you decorated/made it come to life, please email Ramesh@acsrelay.org)

· Weeding Out Cancer – “We got Lowe's to donate small terra cotta pots, flowers, and soil, and me and my mom painted the flower pots and planted the flowers and sold them at the relay, but you could also sell them before” (Submitted by Jaime Lavigne 5/04)
· Schoolhouse Rock - ABC Saturday Morning Shorts Theme – Remember “I’m Just A Bill, I am Only A Bill?” or Mother Necessity?  Or The Great Melting Pot – If you do, it’s because you were raised on Schoolhouse Rock like I was -  A great theme might be to print out all the Schoolhouse Rock Songs, dress up like the characters, and dance around the track singing the songs.  The worse your singing, the better! See the following website for the songs/ideas:    http://www.postdiluvian.org/~gilly/Schoolhouse_Rock/HTML/history/  

Or
http://www.school-house-rock.com/index.htm

(Submitted by Ramesh Moorthy, Baltimore MD)   

· Sockhop For A Cure, or Rockin’ All Night Long For A Cure, or ???? -  Use a 50's theme, setup a pink bar and stools, and sell root beer floats!  (5/18/04 - Thanks to jaime lavigne for this great idea!)

· “Bye-You To Cancer!”, “Bayou For A Cure” Or “Fishing For A Cure” Or ???? – Use a swamp theme and decorate in fishing stuff.  You could also have moss and some old cypress wood (5/18/04 - Thanks to jaime lavigne for this great idea!)

· “Cartooning For A Cure” or “Toon Out Cancer” – Have each of your team members dress as a  cartoon character to form your team…  Decorate your tent like a cartoon house – maybe crazy colors, or something….  Have your cartoon characters walk the track with a Polaroid camera, and “sell” pictures for a $1 donation to the ACS – NOTE:  Target parents with kids – they won’t say no to their kid wanting a picture with Wiley Coyote!!!! (Thanks to several different folks for this idea, including Jaime Lavigne)

· Cartooning For A Cure – THE WHOLE RELAY EVENT!!!!!!! – One relay event had Cartoons as the THEME FOR THE WHOLE EVENT, and every campsite had a cartoon theme!!!!  Talk about neat!  One site had a Dora Theme, another had Scooby Doo, another had Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck…  You could have a Scooby Doo Theme for your campsite, or a Bugs Bunny Road Runner show theme…

· Hunting for A Cure - Make your campsite look like an African Safari Hunt, everybody dresses up in camouflage, etc. etc.  Or dress in Western Wear, and make like your are part of the Wild Wild West…

· Hula For A Cure – dress in Hawaiian costume, bring lei’s and give them out for a donation, Hula dance for a cure around the track!  You can also hold a Hula Hoop contest at midnight, and have a prize for the winner!

· Boating For A Cure – If your site will allow it, bring a boat to your site, and “Fish” off the side… You can even have people come and donate $1 to get a Polaroid on the boat!

· Powder Puffs – Go to the store, get a bunch of cosmetics powder puffs and stick them all over yourselves.  Easy to do, right?  Then get a bunch of “puffy food” – white popcorn, marshmallows, etc. and serve them at your campsite and have a donation jar if people want to give you money.

· Eraser Heads - You will be “rubbing out cancer”…  Have pencils made out of paper tubes from inside of a carpet roll (you can get them at a furniture store).  Have everyone on your team make their “hats” to resemble an eraser.  Also, get a sheet of plywood and paint it black.  Then paint on your writing on it – “RUBBING OUT CANCER” IN LARGE LETTERS...LIKE A BLACK BOARD. (from S. Johnson – thanks!!!!)

· Make Cancer Extinct – “We just completed our Relay in Ohio. Our theme was "Make Cancer Extinct". We had a 12 foot dinosaur at our tent. We made dinosaur cookies. The kids dressed in dinosaur costumes. The adults dressed in Caveman outfits. It was great fun...we won for best campsite.” (Thanks to Traci for this great idea!)
· E-LEMON-ATE CANCER!  - “I just found an idea on another website that my team is going to use: E-LEMON-ATE CANCER and have a lemonade stand. I think we'll probably "sell" the lemonade for donations and give the money we made to the relay at the end of the night. Just an idea... hope you like it.” (From Nenniebanini – thanks for the great idea!)
· Bucket Brigade! – “We are a volunteer fire dept and we've participate in the relay for life for years but this year i would like to change our team name. (Thanks to Kelly and “A Brand New U” for the creative brainstorm for this idea!)

· Calling for a Cure! - …We run a bingo hall and out team name was "Calling For a Cure" but we would like something different.  (Thanks to Kelly for this idea)

· Friends Walking For A Cure – “My team has participated in Relay for 4 years. Our team name 2 years ago was "Friends Walking For A Cure" the idea came from the Friends TV show. This would be a good idea to do again this year as it's Friends last season on TV. We decorated our campsite to look like the inside of the coffee shop "Central Perk". We had a lot of fun that year!!” – Thanks to Karen for this great idea!

· Masquerading for A Cure! – Dress up in costumes and masks, and participate in Relay!

· Bye-You To Cancer! – It’s your Swamp Team with a swamp theme and we are selling gumbo, tabasco minis, drinks, and purple ribbons.  Live like you’re back on the bayou! (Thanks to Jaime Lavigne!)
· Constructing A Cure! – Make your Relay team site look like a construction site – all wear hardhats, jeans, etc. and “construct” a cure throughout the night (you might bring 2x4’s and build something to to post “tributes” on, or something like that.

· "Let's Make Cancer, Gone With the Wind". – A great idea from Lorri!
· ALL TOGETHER FOR LIFE (thanks to Geddy!)

· ALOHA, LIFE! (thanks to Geddy!) – You could use the Hula Theme (see above)

· TOGETHER WE'RE THE BEST! (thanks to Geddy!)
· Cooking up a Cure – Have a cooking theme – wear chef’s hats, etc.  And make food to provide for a donation! (Thanks to curebear88!)

· Striking up a Cure (bowling theme) – Dress in Bowling Shirts, bring bowling balls, etc… Set up a little fake bowling alley that people can knock down pins in as a “fundraising game” – have small prizes etc for those who get three strikes, etc. (Thanks to curebear88!)

· All I want for Christmas is a Cure – X-Mas decorations, wear santa hats and elf outfits, etc. (Thanks to curebear88!)

· Tarzan! – a team did a Tarzan theme; one team member drew a huge tarzan and a vine and the whole bit, and had the name “Wild Bunch” (thanks to mmouse for the idea!)

· Rays of Hope – “We decorated our entire camp site with rainbows individually made with peoples names. It was a big hit” (thanks to mmouse for the idea)

· Disney theme – “We blew up the disney charactrers life size and hand painted them, it was a lot of work but it was awesome.” (thanks to mmouse for the idea)

· Sailing the Cure Sea – Another idea with a boating theme (Thanks to curebear88!)

· Cure Cats – Dress as cats, (Thanks to curebear88!)
Angels without Wings
Leaping towards a Cure (Frogs or cheetahs...)

SOME IDEAS FOR CAMPSITE THEMES AND TEAM NAMES GROUPED BY “THEME” (in alphabetical order):

· “Breast Cancer Themes”

· Bosom Buddies Against Breast Cancer – Get the play on words?

· Breast Cancer Eradicators

· “Caregiver/Doctor/Nurse/Scientist” Theme:

· Healthy Steps To A Cure
· Caregivers for A Cure – Could be a name for a group of health care providers…

· Research For A Cure – Dress up like scientists searching for a cure
· “Fire Departments/Brigades/Volunteer Fire Depts etc. Themes”:

· Bucket Brigade! – “We are a volunteer fire dept and we've participate in the relay for life for years but this year i would like to change our team name. (Thanks to Kelly and “A Brand New U” for the creative brainstorm for this idea!)

· Fire Hose for A Cure – Bring a hose (and even water if you can), squirt guns, etc. and “Wash away cancer’
· “Food Related Team Themes”:
· Baking for A Cure
· Cooking For A Cure
· Food Fighters – bring healthy food choices to relay and “Fight” cancer that way.

· “Law Enforcement/Police Etc. Themes”

· Lock Away Cancer for Life! – Setup a fake jail, and even have people arrested and put in it for a donation, then give people the opportunity to bail them out by donating $20 in total (if they don’t bail them out, you might want to let them go in a hour ( )
· The Cancer Cops or The Prevention Police – Dress in your uniforms, and “arrest” cancer everywhere you go – have little laminated “handcuffs”, and go around the track asking people if they are wearing sunscreen (during the day) and “handcuff” them if they are not, “handcuff” them if they are not wearing hats, etc.

· “Mardi Gras Theme”:

· Beading for A Cure – Wear beads, etc. and dance around your Relay – bring some good dancing music to go with your Mardi-Gras Theme
· Marga-Relay-Ville – add beads to the Marga-Relay-Ville theme (Hawaiian shirts, leis, etc.) and you’re close enough…

· Mardi-Gras For A Cure – Have a little Mardi Gras right at Relay – dress in elaborate costumes (the traditional Mardi Gras colors fit Relay – purple!, green and gold), decorate your tent like it is a float in a Mardi Gras parade, get some good music, a lots of beads, and dance around the track and “bead” other teams! 
· “Movie Theme”:

· Win An Oscar for A Cure – Dress up like you are movie stars and at the Oscars, and make your “baton” for the person walking something that looks like an Oscar Statue/Trophy.  Put out a red carpet to your tent.  As you walk around the track, have little pins or trophies to give others if they can answer a cancer control question right.

· Disney theme – “We blew up the disney characters life size and hand painted them, it was a lot of work but it was awesome.”  You could call it Mousketeers for A Cure (thanks to mmouse for the idea)

· Potter’s Magical Cure – Dress up like Harry Potter characters, set up your tent and put fake cardboard turrets (like a castle) around it, have brooms to “fly on” when you walk on the track, etc. etc.

· “Musical theme”:

· Dancing For A Cure – Have a team, get someone who is a good dancer to give dance lessons “at large” a couple of times – late in the evening, early in the morning, and get all the other teams to come and participate.  Also, you could dance around the track!

· Groovin’ For A Cure – Dress up in crazy 60’s clothes from a thrift shop, decorate your campsite with tie-die t-shirts, and play some good 60’s music.

· Disco For A Cure – Dress up in bell bottom and plaid shirts, big hair wigs, and play and good Disco music (Raid your parent’s record collection, go to a thrift shop and buy a record player – yes, one of those old things that plays those big black round things!)  (
· “Staying Alive!” – You all dress up like John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John, and Stay Alive!  (you can use the ideas from the disco theme right above, too.

· Marga-Relay-Ville – Jimmy Buffet fans can dress up in a Marga-Relay theme – leis, Hawaiian shirts, etc. etc.!  This is also good for a "beach theme"!
· “Money/Finanicial Institutions/Banking Themes”:
· Cashing in for a Cure – A great name for a bank or financial institution! (thanks Steph!)

· Quarters For A Cure – Hold a fundraiser in your office where you deposit “quarters” in jars in each other’s departments… The team with the fewest quarters wins…  (in other words, this encourages you to get rid of quarters in other departments’ jars…  Then, at the event, put out jars for every member of your team – while they are walking, put a quarters in their jar.  The team member who has the most quarters has to buy everyone breakfast the next morning after the event (with the proceeds of his/her jar, so be generous!)

· Cure Cash Cows, or Cash Cows for A Cure – Dress someone up as a cow as a team mascot, and the rest of the team can be cow-pokes (dress western style)

· Patriotic Themes:

· Relay Revelers! – Get streamers, horns, etc. and Revel at Relay!  You can all dress in red, white and blue!

· Red, White and Blue For A Cure! – Similar to Relay Revelers!

· Stars and Stripes For A Cure! – Dress in Stars and Stripes, Patriotic hats, T-shirts, etc.  Have someone dress as Uncle Sam and go around and say “We want you…  To FIND A CURE!”, Have someone else be Betsy Ross, weaving a flag quilt… Have an Escalating Silent Auction for the Quilt, that ends at 7am the next day!  Sell flag pins, buttons, streamers, Red White and Blue Hats, your team shirts that say “Stars and Stripes For A Cure”, etc.
· “Phone Company/Telecommunications Team Theme”:

· "Callin' for a Cure" – A great idea from Steph, again!

· Calling Up For A Cure

· Connecting For A Cure

· 1-800-For-A-Cure

· Cure Call

· Cure-Tain Call

·  “Running theme” (see “Walking Theme” for walking ideas)

· Running For A Cure – A team in Western Maryland runs each year with the goal of completing as many laps as possible for a cure…  They use the “running” as a motivational tool for fundraising more money!

· Running for a Cure (Thanks Stephanie!)

· Trekking for a Cure (Thanks Stephanie!) – For this idea, you could dress up your tent like you are an expedition hiking Mt. Everest!!!!

· Racing for a Cure (Thanks Stephanie!)

· Cross Country Cancer Crushers (Thanks Stephanie!)

· Cross Country Cure (Thanks Stephanie!)

· “Sales/People who are in Sales Themes”:

· Selling for a Cure – Dress like “stereotyped” car salespeople in green blazers and plaid pants, and fake mustaches.  Then go from campsite to campsite, selling something (baked good, Relay For Life pin, special Relay For Life t-shirt, etc.).  This is not meant to offend sales people (
· Cold Calls For A Cure – Since you are in sales, go around to other teams and “Cold Call” them for donations – sell them something (a pin, a baked good, etc.)

· Prospecting for A Cure – “Prospect for Gold” (donations) by going from campsite to campsite while dressed like California Gold Rush Gold Diggers.

· School Themes (For Middle and High Schools, College teams, etc.):

· Relay Revelers! – Get streamers, horns, etc. and Revel at Relay!  You can all dress in your school colors, bring your school mascot, etc!
· SWAT - Students With A Target - Cancer! – See at the beginning of this list (the idea is described there)
· Friends Walking For A Cure – See above for the description
· Schoolhouse Rock - ABC Saturday Morning Shorts Theme – Remember “I’m Just A Bill, I am Only A Bill?” or Mother Necessity?  Or The Great Melting Pot – See above for idea description
· “Walking Theme” (see “Running Theme” for running ideas)

· THE PAVEMENT POUNDERS (thanks to Geddy!)

· STREET WALKERS FOR LIFE (thanks to Geddy!)

· LIFE WALKERS (thanks to Geddy!)

· STRUTTIN' & JIVIN' FOR A CURE! (thanks to Geddy!)

· THE PACESETTERS (thanks to Geddy!)
· “Word Play” themes:

· Rachel's Relay Revelers

· Howard’s Hooligans

· Steven’s Survivor Supporters

· Connie’s Cancer Crusade

· Keep Cancer Away!

· Cancer Crusaders: Catching a Cure 
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