
 

Advocacy 

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action NetworkSM (ACS 

CAN) is the Society’s nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate. The 

organization works with legislators to pass smoke-free laws, increase funding 

for cancer research, improve access to quality health care, and more. ACS 

CAN volunteers work to make sure our leaders take real steps toward 

finishing the fight against cancer.  

Volunteers are needed to join ACS CAN, meet with legislators, plan events, 

encourage new membership, and help make phone calls.  www.acscan.org 

 

 

Community Events 

Relay For Life® volunteers plan and organize the Society’s signature team 

event, raising funds for the American Cancer Society and raising awareness in 

their communities. Funds help support cancer research, free programs and 

services for cancer patients and their caregivers, and early detection and 

prevention programs. Be a part of the Relay For Life movement by starting or 

joining a team, joining the event committee, or walking in the Survivors or 

Caregivers Laps.   www.relay.org/iroquoisil 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer® volunteers lead and coordinate 

walks that raise breast cancer awareness and funds for breast cancer initiatives 

like research, patient and caregiver programs and services, and early detection 

and prevention programs. Get involved by starting or joining a team, walking 

as an individual, or by planning or volunteering at the event.  

www.makingstrideswalk.org 

DetermiNation is the American Cancer Society’s signature endurance event 

program which gives new and experienced runners the opportunity to 

participate in races while dedicating their experience to the fight against 

cancer. Get involved by registering for an endurance event, becoming a 

champion where your work, joining the committee, or volunteering at a 

partner race.   http://determination.acsevents.org/2015ChicagoMarathon 

Walk & Roll volunteers plan and organize one of the most unique events in 

Chicago, and the longest-running cancer fundraiser in Illinois! Participants 

choose to walk, bike, or skate individually or on a team at this family-friendly 

event.  Get involved by starting a team, coordinating a group of volunteers for 

the event, or joining the Event Leadership Team.  www.walkrollchicago.org 

Distinguished Events volunteers plan and produce specialty events such 

as galas, chef tastings and golf tournaments. Volunteers engage community, 

business, and healthcare leaders in the fight against cancer to raise significant 

funds for research and lifesaving programs and services.  

www.acsblackwhite.org    www.discoveryball.org   www.acswtwgolf.org  

www.acschicagoselect.org   www.acsskylinesoiree.org  www.tasteofhope.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Programs and Services 

Road To Recovery® volunteers drive cancer patients to and from their 

treatments and cancer-related appointments. In donating their time – as little 

as two hours a month – these trained volunteers help patients focus on getting 

well and not on how they are going to get to treatment.  

The Look Good Feel Better® program is a free, community-based service 

that helps those facing cancer cope with the appearance-related side effects of 

treatment. Volunteer beauty professionals and general program volunteers 

teach practical, hands-on tips at local group workshops. Participants learn 

about skin care, nail care, and hair loss. Each participant gets a free makeup 

kit to use during the workshop and take home. The program is offered in 

collaboration between the American Cancer Society, the Personal Care 

Products Council Foundation, and the Professional Beauty Association. 

The Wig program offers free wigs to cancer patients who have or expect to 

lose their hair during treatment. Boutiques are located in the community and 

within health systems to make it convenient to schedule an appointment with 

one of our trained volunteers.   

The Reach To Recovery® program matches trained, volunteer breast 

cancer survivors with those facing a breast cancer diagnosis to provide free 

one-on-one support. Volunteers are carefully selected and are fully adjusted to 

life after cancer. They talk with patients, giving them and their families an 

opportunity to express feelings, talk about fears and concerns, and ask 

questions. Volunteers offer understanding and support in a way that only 

another person touched by breast cancer can.  

 

Volunteer to Make a Difference 
The American Cancer Society is a volunteer-driven organization. Our volunteers save lives and fight for every 

birthday threatened by every cancer in every community. They raise funds to support crucial research, provide cancer 

patients rides to and from treatments, and give one-on-one support to those facing a cancer diagnosis – and that’s 

just the beginning.  

If you want to help finish the fight against cancer, review the opportunities below, and join the more than three million 

people who choose to volunteer for the American Cancer Society. 

 

Other Opportunities 

To help save lives in your community, contact: 

American Cancer Society, 708-633-7771 

 

 

* The availability of American Cancer Society programs, services, and events are based on community resources and needs.  Some 

volunteer opportunities may not be available in your community. 
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