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From The Event Chair! 
Happy New Year Relayers! 

We hope everyone experienced a wonderful holiday season filled with love, laughter, and 
HOPE.  With the New Year, comes an opportunity for new beginnings, resolutions, and focus.  Now 
is the time to kick our “Racing For A Cure” into the next gear.  We are a scant 92 days away from 
our main event on April 23-24

th
.  Time to set some goals, and take some action.  Let’s better our 

best, build some momentum, have some fun ‘Fun”draising, and step up our fight against cancer! 
 As you know, our fundraising dollars are so critical to our mission.  Let’s get our teams regis-
tered and register as many participants as we can, because each team, each participant that joins 
us, gives us the power to do more.  Not everything we do involves fundraising, but everything the 
American Cancer Society does depends on it.  And, don’t forget sponsorship opportunities, as well 
as other business support through “in-kind” donations or business card options.  Remember, we 
don’t need to apologize for looking for a cure for cancer, it’s what we strive for, for all cancers, for 
the benefit of all.  So talk about Relay and your experiences, and make an ‘ask’ for that donation.  
It’s always a no if you don’t ask.  You just might find out how many people want to help. 
 Speaking of community, over and over you have heard me and others talk about the community 
that Relay creates. Relay has the power to bring together people from all walks of life, and unite 
them in a common cause, which shows individuals that they are not alone, that when we come to-
gether, we have a huge impact.  Share your story of why you Relay, and the experiences you have 
enjoyed at our 24-hour event.  Tell them about our opening ceremonies and how meaningful an ex-
perience Luminaria ceremony was for you.  Even about how great the pancakes were when the 
Sportsman’s Club served them up early Sunday morning.  These are a few of those fantastic, memo-
rable moments that make Relay a unique and powerful event.   Get involved and get others involved 
too.  Cancer can’t win.  It’s not an option! 
 We want to thank everyone that was able to make it to our kick-off dinner meeting.  It was fun, in-
formative, motivating, and great to reconnect with fellow relayers we haven’t seen in awhile.  We 
recognized our survivors, participated in a luminaria ceremony, and even had a car show. Look on 
our website for upcoming team captain meetings, fundraising events put on by our teams, and dates 
for other events such as the Survivor lunch.  If you would like to participate in the cardboard car 
contest and car show (pictures on the web), to bring attention to the ACS Road to Recovery pro-
gram, there is information for that too.  It’s going to get exciting quickly, so please join us. 
 Thank you Torrance Relayers.  You are the best!  Let’s keep our momentum going and have an-
other fantastic, and successful year.  Together we are stronger. Together we Rock! Together we 
‘Race For The Cure!’   
 
Keith Musick, Event Lead 
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As you know everyone has their reason to Relay, but the one thing we all have in common is the pas-

sion to see an end to the suffering cancer can cause.   
Team Ambassadors is also passionate and that passion is to provide you with the tools, resources, and 
ideas needed to meet or even exceed your Team Goals. We want your Relay experience to be fun and 
meaningful, not just something to do.   
A Team Captains role may seem overwhelming, all the preparation, planning, and then having it all 
come together for that 24 hours. Just know you are not alone, we are there for you and all you have to 
do is let us know how we can help you! Remember also, that your team members may be willing to 
take on a bit more responsibility, if you let them know that you need their assistance. Sometimes we 
think we are the only ones that can get the job done and forget that we are just adding additional 
stress on ourselves. So plan on meeting with your team members at least once during the year and get 
some of their ideas and delegate.   
I hope to see all teams raise the bar and reach your goal. Don’t forget to have “Fun”draising!   
Our next meeting is Tuesday, January 26 at Toyota Museum @ 6:30 PM. 
Hope to see all of you there, 
Valerie Anduha 
Team Mentor 
 
Your Team Coordinator Leads: 
LaVerna Edmonds 
Team Coordinator 
dledmonds@verizon.net 
(310) 488-0219 
 
Lisa Vaona-Case 
Co-Team Coordinator 
lisa.case2@verizon.net 
(310) 408-1687 
 
Valerie Anduha 
Team Mentor 
cagardenisle@aol.com 

(310) 516-1040  

 

 

***** 
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RELAY 2016RELAY 2016RELAY 2016RELAY 2016    

CHECKLISTCHECKLISTCHECKLISTCHECKLIST    
    

√ Register for Relay 2016 

 

√ Organize Your Team  and Plan 
Fundraisers 

 

√ FIGHT BACK! 
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ADVOCACY CHAIR 
GUS DALIS 

TORRANCE RELAY FOR LIFE – 1-21-2016 

ADVOCACY is speaking or  wr iting in support of something.  And, today that something of significant im-
portance to ACS and all of us is the The California Health Care, Research and prevention Tobacco Tax Act of 
2016.  This Act will increase California’s cigarette tax by $2 per pack and place equivalent taxes on products con-
taining nicotine derived from tobacco, including e-cigarettes.  The cost of a pack of cigarettes in California will 
move from 87 cents a pack to $2.87.  This tax will save lives, tax only tobacco users, and prevent teens from be-
coming addicted.  Funds generated by this tax will help people quit smoking, improve health care, fund re-
search into cures for cancer and other smoking-related diseases, and reduce teen smoking and help law enforce-
ment efforts to crack down on those who sell tobacco products to minors. 

A vigorous petition gathering campaign is presently in operation to place this Act on the November election bal-
lot.  Petition gathering is being spear headed by ACS CAN volunteers (Cancer Action Network).  This campaign 
however is broad based as it also involves the American Heart Association, American Lung Association in Cali-
fornia, Blue Shield of California, California Medical Association, California Dental Association, and the Service 
Employees International Union and Planned Parenthood Affiliates of California.  Moreover, the campaign has 
been joined by billionaire Tom Steyer in the effort to place and pass this initiative on the November ballot.  His 
resources could prove to be helpful to counter the anticipated tobacco industry claims against this ballot measure. 

Now is the time for us to ADVOCATE for getting this ACT on the ballot and for insuring its passage. 

***** 

 

Relay Survivors! 
Thank you to all our Survivors who attended the Kick- Off event on January 12, 2016.  It was great to see 
everyone and kick off our Relay with such a fun event. 
 
Our Survivor Lunch will be March 12, 2016 at Sons of Italy from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM.  We will provide 
lunch to Survivors, Caregivers, families and friends.   There is no charge for this event and everyone is wel-
come to come and help celebrate with our Survivors and Caregivers. The flyer for this event is attached to 
this newsletter. 
 
The Survivor Committee is hard at work planning for all the Survivor events.  Please plan on joining us on  
March 12th and also the day of the Relay in our Survivor Tent.  We are planning events not only for Survi-
vors this year but also to honor our Caregivers, so make sure you bring your Caregivers with you so we 
can honor them too. 
 
Please don’t forget that you must register each year for the Relay.  You can register on line or with the 
Registration form that was mailed to you in December.   You can register the day of Relay but it will speed 
up your check in if you are pre-registered.  Also, it will provide us with your current info so we may keep 
you up to date on events.  Don’t forget to let us know if you have a change of address, phone number or 
email so we can update our mailing list. 
 
Please contact me at (310)293-3238 or grace.donna08@gmail.com if you have any questions or would like 
additional information on any of our events. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Donna Grace 
Survivor Chairperson 

***** 
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There is no finish until we find a cure... 

2016 Relay For Life 

Meeting and Events  

 

01/26/2016: January Meet-

ings: 

Toyota Museum 

19600 Van Ness Ave. 

Torrance, CA 90501 

Team Captains at 

6:30 to 7:30 PM 

Event Leadership 

Team  at 7:30 to 8:30 

PM 

 

02/23/2016: February Meet-

ings: 

Toyota Museum 

19600 Van Ness Ave. 

Torrance, CA 90501 

Team Captains at 

6:30 to 7:30 PM 

Event Leadership 

Team  at 7:30 to 8:30 

PM 

 

 

 

There is no finish until we find a cure... Fight Back 

 

03/12/2016: Survivor Lunch 

 Sons of Italy 

 1744 W. Carson St., 

Torrance, CA. 90501 

 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM 

RSVP by March 5, 

2016 to Donna Grace 

at 

grace.donna08@gmail

.com or (310) 293-

3238 

 

03/29/2016: March Meet-

ings: (5th Tuesday) 

Toyota Museum 

19600 Van Ness Ave. 

Torrance, CA 90501 

Team Captains at 

6:30 to 7:30 PM 

Event Leadership 

Team  at 7:30 to 8:30 

PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04/19/2016: April Meetings 

Toyota Museum 

19600 Van Ness Ave. 

Torrance, CA 90501 

Team Captains at 6:30 to 

7:30 PM 

Event Leadership Team  

at 7:30 to 8:30 PM 

 

04/21/2016: Team Captains  

  Information Night 

  Location - TBD 

 

04/23 & 24 2016:  

14th Annual  

Relay For Life of Tor-

rance 

SEE YOU THERE!!! 

  

 

 

***** 
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